
READING LITERACY SKILLS (PE) 
1. Identifying Main Ideas 
Identifying the main idea means students can determine the central message or primary purpose 
in a text, visual, demonstration, or set of instructions. Instead of getting overwhelmed by 
individual details, they can pinpoint the big concept the creator wants them to understand. This 
allows students to filter out noise and focus on the core meaning of what they’re engaging with. 

This skill matters because every content task begins with purpose. Whether students are learning 
a technique, interpreting data, or following a multi-step process, knowing the main idea ensures 
they approach the task with clarity. Without this skill, students often misinterpret instructions, 
misunderstand expectations, or focus on the wrong aspects of the material. 

PE Example: 
Students examine the workout board and determine that the main idea is “building lower-body 
power through explosive movements,” before looking at the specific exercises in the routine. 

 

2. Identifying Supporting Details 
Identifying supporting details requires students to locate the facts, cues, or examples that 
reinforce the main idea. This means distinguishing which pieces of information matter most and 
how they contribute to understanding. Strong readers recognize that details are not random—
they exist to explain, clarify, or deepen the primary concept. 

This skill is important because students often struggle when they can’t tell the difference 
between essential and non-essential information. Supporting details help learners justify their 
interpretations and explain why something works the way it does. Across content areas, this skill 
strengthens analytical thinking, accuracy, and comprehension. 

PE Example: 
Students examine a squat technique card and identify the supporting details—“knees tracking 
over toes,” “heels grounded,” “chest up”—that reinforce the main idea of maintaining proper 
form. 

 

3. Summarizing 
Summarizing requires students to condense a larger set of information into its most essential 
meaning. It demonstrates that they can sift through ideas, identify what truly matters, and express 



the core message clearly and concisely. A strong summary shows that a student understands both 
the parts and the whole. 

This skill matters because it is a fundamental way students demonstrate comprehension. When 
students can summarize, they show they can internalize information rather than simply repeat it. 
Summarizing also supports retention, clarity of thought, and the ability to communicate 
efficiently—skills used in every subject area. 

PE Example: 
Students review a station card for an agility ladder drill and summarize the entire purpose in one 
sentence: “The ladder improves footwork speed and coordination.” 

 

4. Sequencing Events 
Sequencing requires students to determine the correct order of actions, steps, or phases within a 
process. It helps them understand how one part leads naturally to the next and why the order 
matters. Accurate sequencing prevents errors and ensures that procedural tasks are completed 
safely and effectively. 

This skill matters because every discipline involves multi-step processes—solving equations, 
preparing ingredients, performing experiments, or executing a physical skill. Students who can 
sequence accurately are better equipped to follow procedures, replicate demonstrations, and 
troubleshoot mistakes based on where a step went wrong. 

PE Example: 
Students arrange visual cards showing the phases of a basketball layup in the correct order: 
approach steps, takeoff foot, extension, release, and follow-through. 

 

5. Determining Cause and Effect 
Determining cause and effect means understanding the relationship between an action and the 
outcome that follows. Students learn to identify what triggered a result, what changed because of 
it, and how one event logically connects to another. This strengthens their ability to analyze 
patterns and make informed predictions. 

This skill matters because every content area relies on the ability to recognize why things 
happen. Students who understand cause and effect can troubleshoot errors, evaluate results, and 
make better decisions. It deepens comprehension by helping students move from surface-level 
observation to underlying reasoning. 



PE Example: 
Students compare two images of a landing—one with knees collapsing inward and one with 
proper alignment—and identify how poor knee tracking (cause) increases injury risk (effect). 

VOCABULARY & LANGUAGE SKILLS 
 

6. Using Context Clues 
Using context clues means interpreting unfamiliar vocabulary or phrases by examining the 
surrounding information, images, cues, or demonstrations. Students learn to infer meaning from 
what they see or hear, rather than stopping or waiting for someone to define it. This skill builds 
confidence and independence because they can navigate new terminology naturally in real time. 

This matters across all content areas because students constantly encounter new words, labels, 
instructions, symbols, and diagrams. When they can decode meaning from context, they become 
more flexible thinkers and more capable learners. Strong context-clue skills prevent frustration, 
promote self-reliance, and support comprehension in both written and visual materials. 

PE Example: 
When students see the word “explode” on a plyometric cue card alongside an image of a vertical 
jump, they correctly interpret it as a fast, powerful upward movement—no explicit definition 
required. 

 

7. Decoding Academic or Domain-Specific Vocabulary 
Decoding domain-specific vocabulary means students can interpret technical terms used within a 
discipline and connect them to their functions or meanings. This includes understanding words 
that may not appear in everyday language but are essential for success in a particular field. 
Students learn to translate these terms into meaningful actions or concepts. 

This skill matters because content areas rely on precise, discipline-rooted language. Scientific 
terms, culinary terms, mechanical terms, and physical movement terms are all examples of 
language that must be understood for students to fully access the content. When students can 
decode this vocabulary, they become more fluent and capable within the discipline. 

PE Example: 
Students accurately interpret terms like “eccentric,” “rep,” “interval,” or “load” while following 
station instructions or technique posters. 

 



8. Understanding Figurative Language 
Understanding figurative language means students can interpret metaphors, idioms, 
exaggerations, or visual language that is not meant to be taken literally. In many instructional 
contexts, teachers use figurative phrases as shorthand for movement quality, pacing, or strategy. 
Students must learn to decode the intended meaning rather than the literal interpretation. 

This skill matters because figurative language appears everywhere—from motivational posters to 
teacher cues to instructional conversations. Without this skill, students may misunderstand 
important guidance or fail to grasp tone and style. Understanding figurative language builds 
flexibility and nuance in students’ interpretive abilities. 

PE Example: 
When a coaching cue says “sink into your hips,” students understand that they should lower into 
an athletic stance, not literally sink downward. 

 

9. Identifying Tone and Mood 
Identifying tone and mood involves recognizing the emotional quality of a message (mood) and 
the author’s or speaker’s attitude toward it (tone). Students learn to interpret the intentions 
behind how information is delivered—not just the information itself. Tone and mood can 
influence how students approach tasks, interpret expectations, or respond to directions. 

This skill matters because tone is present in every learning space—teachers’ voices, posters, 
demonstration videos, peer feedback, and classroom conversations. When students can interpret 
tone and mood effectively, they develop stronger social-emotional understanding and more 
accurate comprehension. This helps prevent misunderstandings and strengthens communication. 

PE Example: 
Students compare a high-energy poster like “PUSH HARDER!” to a calming sign like “Focus on 
your breath,” identifying how tone shapes the intended message. 

 

10. Recognizing Connotation vs. Denotation 
Recognizing connotation versus denotation means distinguishing between a word’s literal 
dictionary definition (denotation) and the emotional or cultural meaning it carries (connotation). 
Students learn that words can be technically correct but convey different feelings or intentions 
depending on their connotation. 

This skill matters because word choice impacts motivation, interpretation, and student response. 
In all content areas, the emotional weight of language can shape how students perceive tasks, 



feedback, or expectations. Understanding both meanings helps students interpret instructions 
more accurately and communicate with greater intention. 

PE Example: 
Students analyze how “aggressive defense” implies intensity and physicality, while “active 
defense” suggests alertness and movement—both correct but emotionally different. 

 

11. Analyzing Word Choice and Its Effect 
Analyzing word choice means understanding why specific words were chosen and how they 
influence meaning, attitude, or perception. Students learn that small shifts in wording can 
significantly impact how instructions are understood or how motivation is framed. 

This skill matters because language shapes behavior. Whether students are reading a rubric, 
hearing a peer’s feedback, or following directions, professionally chosen words guide how they 
approach the task. Recognizing the impact of language helps students read critically and 
communicate more thoughtfully themselves. 

PE Example: 
Students discuss how the phrase “challenge yourself” creates a more positive motivational effect 
than “push yourself harder.” 

 

TEXT STRUCTURE & FEATURES 
 

12. Recognizing Text Structures 
Recognizing text structures means identifying how information is organized—such as sequence, 
compare/contrast, problem/solution, or cause/effect. When students understand a structure, they 
can anticipate what information will come next and better organize what they are learning. 
Structure gives students a roadmap for comprehension. 

This matters because teachers across content areas rely on structured explanations, visual 
layouts, routines, and procedural instructions. When students recognize structure, they can 
interpret diagrams, explanations, and directions more efficiently, reducing cognitive overload 
and increasing accuracy. 

PE Example: 
Students recognize that a “Common Mistakes / Fixes” poster uses a problem/solution structure to 
guide technique improvement. 



13. Interpreting Graphs, Charts, and Visual Features 
Interpreting visual information requires students to understand what diagrams, graphs, charts, 
arrows, and symbols represent. Visual literacy is not about reading words—it is about reading 
relationships, patterns, and meaning conveyed through images. 

This skill matters because nearly every content area uses visuals to simplify complex 
information. Students who can interpret visuals can work more independently, make sense of 
unfamiliar information, and apply data to their decisions. It empowers students to navigate real-
world informational environments. 

PE Example: 
Students use a heart-rate chart to identify which training zone they should be working in based 
on their pulse. 

 

14. Analyzing Headings, Subheadings, Captions, and Labels 
Analyzing text features means using organizational signals to understand how information is 
grouped and how to navigate it easily. Students learn to look at titles, labels, icons, and visual 
cues to predict content and find important information quickly. 

This skill matters because text features are built into everything—displays, instructions, charts, 
task cards, equipment labels, workout boards, and safety posters. Students who can decode these 
features work more efficiently, make fewer mistakes, and experience less frustration. 

PE Example: 
Students examine a workout schedule organized into headings like “Warmup,” “Strength,” 
“Conditioning,” and “Cooldown,” using labels to understand the structure of the day. 

 

15. Understanding Purpose and Audience 
Understanding purpose and audience requires students to identify why a text, graphic, or 
instruction set was created and who it is intended for. This helps them interpret tone, 
expectations, and relevance accurately. 

This skill matters because all disciplines use materials crafted for specific learners or purposes. 
Students who can identify purpose and audience can better analyze instructions, evaluate 
messaging, and determine how to use the information appropriately. 



PE Example: 
Students recognize that a hydration poster in the gym is designed for student athletes preparing 
for physical activity—not professional trainers reading detailed science. 

 

16. Identifying Organizational Patterns 
Identifying organizational patterns means recognizing how information is arranged—
chronologically, categorically, spatially, or hierarchically. Students learn how content is 
structured so they can interpret it quickly and accurately. 

This matters because patterns shape comprehension. Whether students are following a training 
plan, reading a recipe, analyzing a lab procedure, or interpreting mechanics diagrams, knowing 
the structure helps them follow content more easily and reduces confusion. 

PE Example: 
Students notice that a stretching routine is organized from “upper body,” to “core,” to “lower 
body,” helping them follow the sequence accurately. 

 

CRITICAL READING SKILLS 

17. Evaluating the Credibility of a Source 
Evaluating credibility means determining whether information is trustworthy, accurate, and 
supported by evidence. Students learn to consider factors like expertise, bias, intention, and the 
quality of the justification provided. This helps them avoid blindly accepting unreliable or 
oversimplified explanations. 

This skill matters because today’s learners are surrounded by a constant stream of claims—from 
social media, peers, digital content, and informal conversations. When students can evaluate 
credibility, they make better decisions, avoid misinformation, and navigate instructional 
materials with greater confidence. Every discipline benefits from students who can tell the 
difference between reliable guidance and unsupported claims. 

PE Example: 
Students compare a teacher-created technique poster with a flashy “fitness hack” video shown in 
class and determine which source provides more credible, evidence-based guidance. 

 

 



18. Identifying Bias 
Identifying bias requires students to recognize when a source presents information in a one-
sided, incomplete, or intentionally persuasive way. This includes noticing emotional language, 
selective examples, or messaging designed to promote a certain outcome or product. Students 
learn that bias doesn't always mean “wrong”—just not fully balanced. 

This skill matters because bias influences everything from advertising to instructional models to 
opinion-based statements. Understanding bias helps students think critically instead of accepting 
surface-level claims. It also supports fairness, open-mindedness, and better decision-making as 
students navigate competing perspectives. 

PE Example: 
Students view a brand-sponsored training video that heavily features a company’s own shoes and 
identify how the content is designed to make the product appear superior. 

 

19. Analyzing Argument and Evidence 
Analyzing argument and evidence means examining how a claim is supported—looking at the 
quality, quantity, and relevance of the proof provided. Students learn to evaluate whether 
reasoning is logical, whether examples are convincing, and whether the explanation actually 
supports the claim being made. 

This skill matters because students encounter arguments constantly, both in academic settings 
and the real world. Being able to analyze evidence protects them from accepting weak or flawed 
reasoning and empowers them to make informed decisions. It also enhances their ability to 
construct strong arguments in their own writing and communication. 

PE Example: 
Students examine a safety poster claiming that “proper footwear reduces injury risk” and 
evaluate whether the provided diagrams, comparisons, and cues support the claim effectively. 

 

20. Synthesizing Information from Multiple Texts 
Synthesizing means combining information from more than one source—whether those sources 
are visuals, instructions, demonstrations, or charts—to form a deeper understanding. Students 
learn to integrate ideas rather than treating each source in isolation. 

This skill matters because the real world rarely presents information in a single, tidy document. 
Success depends on being able to combine directions, visuals, and models to understand a full 



picture. In all content areas, synthesis supports problem-solving, planning, and higher-level 
comprehension. 

PE Example: 
Students use both a warmup checklist and a heart-rate training zone chart to determine the most 
effective way to prepare their body for the day’s activity. 

 

21. Comparing Viewpoints Across Texts 
Comparing viewpoints requires students to evaluate the similarities and differences between two 
explanations, models, or perspectives. This teaches students that there is rarely only one way to 
understand or perform a process. They learn to analyze varying approaches, consider the 
strengths and weaknesses of each, and form a well-reasoned conclusion. 

This skill matters because all disciplines contain debates, differing methods, or alternate 
solutions. When students compare viewpoints, they become more flexible thinkers and better 
decision-makers. It strengthens their ability to navigate diverse ideas and increases their 
academic independence. 

PE Example: 
Students compare two different technique diagrams for shooting a basketball—one emphasizing 
wrist flick and one emphasizing elbow position—and discuss the strengths of each viewpoint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WRITING LITERACY SKILLS (PE) 

EXPOSITORY & INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 

1. Explaining Processes 
Explaining processes means students can clearly describe how something works or how a 
sequence of actions should be completed. This requires accuracy, organization, and a strong 
understanding of each step’s purpose. When students explain a process, they reveal not just what 
the steps are, but why they occur in a specific order. 

This skill matters because every content area relies on procedural understanding—scientists 
replicate experiments, chefs follow recipes, technicians follow repair protocols, and athletes 
follow skill progressions. When students can explain processes well, they demonstrate 
comprehension at a high level and help others understand tasks more effectively. 

PE Example: 
Students write a short explanation describing how to rotate through a three-station conditioning 
circuit, including where to start, how long to work, and how transitions operate. 

 

2. Defining Terms or Concepts 
Defining terms means students can clearly express what a concept, technique, or keyword means 
in their own words. This shows they understand both the vocabulary and the underlying idea. 
Strong definitions include precision, clarity, and enough detail to ensure shared understanding. 

This skill matters because content-specific vocabulary is essential in every discipline. If students 
cannot define key terms, they cannot follow instructions, participate in discussions, or 
demonstrate learning effectively. Definitional writing strengthens comprehension and helps 
students internalize the academic language of a subject. 

PE Example: 
Students define “dynamic stretching” in writing by describing it as active movement that warms 
up muscles and prepares the body for activity. 

 



 

3. Summarizing Information 
Summarizing requires students to identify the central idea of a text, demonstration, or 
instructional model and restate it briefly in their own words. It is not about copying—it’s about 
internalizing meaning and expressing it concisely. A strong summary reflects deep understanding 
and the ability to prioritize information. 

This skill matters because summarizing is one of the clearest indicators that students truly 
comprehend what they’ve learned. In every discipline, being able to summarize allows students 
to communicate efficiently, reduce complexity, and focus on essential meaning. It supports note-
taking, explanation, and knowledge retention. 

PE Example: 
Students summarize the purpose of an agility ladder drill as: “The ladder helps improve footwork 
speed and coordination.” 

 

4. Describing Relationships 
Describing relationships means students can explain how two or more concepts, actions, or 
variables connect. This might include cause-and-effect relationships, comparisons, contrasts, or 
functional relationships. Students learn to articulate how one idea influences another. 

This skill matters because understanding relationships is the basis of analytical thinking. 
Whether students are comparing techniques, evaluating outcomes, or linking concepts, 
describing relationships helps them move beyond memorization toward meaningful 
understanding. It also strengthens reasoning, problem-solving, and communication. 

PE Example: 
Students write about how foot placement affects accuracy in a soccer kick, explaining how 
different angles influence ball direction. 

 

5. Sequencing Steps or Instructions 
Sequencing in writing means presenting steps in a clear, logical, and accurate order so others can 
follow them. Students must understand each part of the process and how they fit together. It 
requires attention to detail and an ability to communicate directions effectively. 



This skill matters because procedural accuracy is crucial across all disciplines—incorrect 
sequences lead to mistakes, confusion, or unsafe conditions. When students learn to write clear 
instructions, they develop skills used in labs, kitchens, workshops, routines, and skill instruction. 

PE Example: 
Students write out the phases of a layup progression, explaining the order from approach steps to 
takeoff, release, and follow-through. 

 

6. Clarifying Ideas with Precise Language 
Clarifying ideas with precise language means students refine their writing to eliminate vagueness 
and communicate accurately. They learn to choose specific words that convey exact meaning 
rather than general or ambiguous phrasing. Precision ensures that readers or listeners clearly 
understand what is intended. 

This skill matters because unclear language leads to misunderstandings, errors, and inconsistent 
execution—especially in technical or performance-based tasks. Precision in writing reflects 
precision in thinking, which improves comprehension and communication across content areas. 

PE Example: 
Students revise a vague cue like “jump high” into a precise instruction such as “drive through 
your heels and extend your hips explosively.” 

 

ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING 
 

7. Making a Claim 
Making a claim means students take a clear position on an issue, concept, or decision. A claim is 
a statement that can be supported with reasoning and evidence. Writing a strong claim requires 
students to think critically, choose a stance, and express it clearly. 

This skill matters because claims form the foundation of all argumentative and persuasive 
writing. In any subject area, students need to be able to articulate what they believe, why they 
believe it, and how they plan to support it. This promotes confidence, clarity, and academic rigor. 

PE Example: 
Students write a claim about which warm-up activity best prepares the body for sprinting. 

 



 

 

8. Supporting Claims with Evidence 
Supporting a claim means students justify their position using data, observations, examples, or 
logical reasoning. Evidence must be relevant and clearly connected to the claim. This shows that 
their thinking is not opinion-based—it is grounded in proof. 

This skill matters because evidence-based reasoning is essential in academic writing, decision-
making, and real-world problem-solving. When students support claims effectively, they 
demonstrate deeper understanding and strengthen the persuasiveness of their argument. 

PE Example: 
Students reference heart-rate data from class to support their claim about which warm-up activity 
was most effective. 

 

9. Using Reasoning to Justify Decisions 
Using reasoning means explaining why the chosen evidence supports the claim. Students learn to 
clarify the connection between the proof and the conclusion. This step transforms disconnected 
facts into a meaningful argument. 

This skill matters because reasoning is what elevates a student’s writing from listing evidence to 
demonstrating thoughtfulness and logic. It shows teachers how students process ideas and make 
sense of the relationships between them. 

PE Example: 
A student explains that dynamic warm-ups raised heart rate and activated muscle groups better 
than jogging, which justifies their claim. 

10. Addressing Counterarguments 
Addressing counterarguments means acknowledging alternative viewpoints and explaining why 
the original claim still holds strong. Students learn to anticipate what others might say and 
respond respectfully and logically. 

This skill matters because strong argumentation requires considering multiple sides of an issue. 
Addressing counterarguments builds open-mindedness, fairness, and critical thinking. It 
encourages students to strengthen their argument, not just defend it. 



PE Example: 
A student writes that while jogging may seem like a sufficient warm-up, it doesn’t activate 
movement patterns needed for sprinting the way dynamic exercises do. 

11. Organizing an Argument Logically 

Organizing an argument means arranging claim, evidence, reasoning, and counterarguments in a 
clear and cohesive structure. Students learn to present ideas in a way that guides the reader 
smoothly from point to point. 

This skill matters because organization affects clarity and persuasiveness. A well-structured 
argument allows students to communicate more effectively and demonstrates their ability to 
follow academic conventions. 

PE Example: 
Students structure a paragraph explaining which lower-body exercise builds strength most 
effectively and justify it with clear reasoning. 

 

NARRATIVE & CREATIVE WRITING 
 

12. Writing Narratives 
Writing narratives means students create stories or personal recounts that reflect real experiences 
or imagined events. Narratives strengthen sequencing, attention to detail, and reflective thinking. 
Students practice describing events in a way that helps readers understand what happened and 
why it mattered. 

This skill matters because narrative thinking supports memory, emotional processing, and deeper 
understanding. Students who tell stories about their learning often gain insight into their own 
habits, progress, and challenges. 

PE Example: 
Students write a short narrative describing what went through their mind during a timed fitness 
challenge or game play moment. 

 

13. Using Descriptive Language 



Descriptive language requires students to add vivid, specific details that help readers visualize 
actions, settings, or experiences. This makes writing more engaging and clear, and it helps 
express ideas with greater depth. 

This skill matters because detailed descriptions support comprehension and communication 
across all disciplines. Whether describing a scientific reaction, a technical movement, or a 
classroom experience, descriptive language helps students share their thinking more precisely. 

PE Example: 
Students describe a volleyball serve using vivid details such as “smooth arm swing,” “snapping 
wrist,” and “high, arcing trajectory.” 

 

14. Crafting Dialogue 
Crafting dialogue means writing conversations that reflect real communication between 
individuals. Dialogue reveals thought processes, cooperation, conflict, and decision-making. 
Students learn to represent spoken interaction clearly and meaningfully. 

This skill matters because dialogue reflects the collaborative nature of learning. In all content 
areas, students must communicate with others to solve problems, share ideas, and complete 
tasks. Writing dialogue builds awareness of how communication influences outcomes. 

PE Example: 
Students script a short conversation between teammates as they plan a strategy during a small-
sided game. 

 

15. Establishing Setting, Character, and Plot 
Establishing these narrative elements teaches students to create structured, engaging stories with 
clear context. Students learn to describe the environment (setting), people involved (characters), 
and sequence of events (plot). This strengthens organization and creativity. 

This skill matters because narratives require students to think systematically about how events 
unfold and how individuals respond. It builds emotional intelligence, situational awareness, and 
sequencing skills that transfer across disciplines. 

PE Example: 
Students write a short scene describing a key moment before a championship game, including 
the sights, sounds, and their role. 

 



16. Using Transitions for Coherence 
Using transitions means connecting ideas smoothly so writing flows logically. Students learn to 
guide the reader from one thought to the next using words and phrases that create clarity and 
structure. 

This skill matters because coherence is essential in all academic and practical writing. Whether 
explaining a science experiment, giving technical directions, or writing a reflection, transitions 
prevent confusion and improve readability. 

PE Example: 
Students revise a fitness-improvement narrative using transitions like “at first,” “later on,” and 
“as a result.” 

 

17. Developing a Point of View 
Developing a point of view means students write from a chosen perspective, whether first-
person, third-person, or a specific role. This shapes tone, intention, and the emotional impact of 
the writing. 

This skill matters because point of view strengthens empathy, creativity, and expressive skill. It 
helps students understand how perspective influences interpretation—an important skill across 
disciplines. 

PE Example: 
Students write from the perspective of a coach delivering a halftime talk. 

 

ANALYTICAL & REFLECTIVE WRITING 
 

18. Reflecting on Performance or Process 
Reflective writing requires students to look back on what they did, evaluate their performance, 
and consider their next steps. It encourages honesty, self-awareness, and metacognition—
students thinking about their own thinking. 

This skill matters because reflection helps students understand how they learn and why they 
succeed or struggle. It builds ownership, responsibility, and long-term improvement in any 
discipline. 



PE Example: 
Students write a reflection after a fitness test describing what they did well and what they want to 
improve. 

 

19. Explaining Thinking or Decision-Making 
Explaining thinking means students articulate the reasoning behind their choices. This reveals 
their internal logic and helps teachers understand student strategy use. 

This skill matters because learning is not just about what students do, but why they do it. When 
students explain their reasoning, they deepen their understanding and improve decision-making. 

PE Example: 
Students explain why they chose a certain defensive position during a game scenario. 

 

20. Evaluating Strengths and Areas for Improvement 
Evaluation requires students to analyze their own performance using criteria or feedback. They 
learn to recognize what they do well and identify opportunities to grow. 

This skill matters because accurate self-evaluation builds confidence and develops goal-setting 
skills. It helps students internalize criteria for quality work and supports personal responsibility. 

PE Example: 
Students evaluate their squat technique using a rubric and identify one strength and one area of 
focus. 

21. Connecting Experiences to Broader Concepts 
Connecting experiences means relating personal actions or observations to larger principles, 
strategies, or academic ideas. Students learn to see real-world relevance and apply concepts more 
meaningfully. 

This skill matters because when students make connections, learning becomes more durable, 
memorable, and integrated across subjects. It also supports transfer—the ability to use 
knowledge in new contexts. 

PE Example: 
Students connect a challenging endurance activity to the broader concept of pacing and energy 
management. 



 

 

22. Analyzing Patterns or Trends 
Analyzing patterns means students examine repeated behaviors, data points, or outcomes to 
identify trends. They learn to look beyond isolated results and interpret long-term meaning. 

This skill matters because pattern recognition is central to learning in math, science, fitness, 
health, and technical fields. It builds strategic thinking and supports problem-solving. 

PE Example: 
Students analyze their mile-run splits and identify whether they start too fast or finish too slow. 

 

TECHNICAL & PROCEDURAL WRITING 

23. Writing Step-by-Step Instructions 
This skill requires students to describe processes in a clear, sequential way. Effective instructions 
help others follow tasks accurately and safely. 

This matters because technical accuracy is essential in labs, workshops, kitchens, games, and 
physical performance. Writing instructions builds clarity, organizational thinking, and procedural 
fluency. 

PE Example: 
Students write the steps for setting up a volleyball court. 

24. Creating Lists or Checklists 

Creating checklists means organizing information into concise, structured lists for quick 
reference. Lists ensure accuracy and consistency. 

This skill matters because checklists are used everywhere—from science labs to industrial tasks 
to warmup routines. They improve efficiency and help students internalize procedures. 

PE Example: 
Students create a warmup checklist including mobility, activation, and dynamic movements. 

 



25. Documenting Results or Outcomes 
Documenting results means recording performance, data, or progress in an accurate and 
organized way. Students learn to communicate outcomes clearly and objectively. 

This matters because documentation supports growth, reflection, accountability, and goal-setting. 
In all content areas, tracked data helps students understand improvement over time. 

PE Example: 
Students record sets, reps, or loads in their strength training logs. 

 

26. Using Labeled Diagrams or Models 
Students create or annotate visuals that communicate meaning, steps, or components. Diagrams 
condense complexity into accessible visual form. 

This skill matters because visuals support communication in scientific, technical, athletic, and 
artistic fields. It develops spatial thinking and precision. 

PE Example: 
Students label a diagram of a throwing motion, marking hip rotation, shoulder alignment, and 
follow-through. 

 

27. Writing Definitions or Clarifications 
This requires students to explain concepts concisely to ensure a shared understanding. Strong 
definitions demonstrate true comprehension. 

This matters because academic language must be understood before it can be applied. Clarifying 
terms strengthens precision and supports learning across disciplines. 

PE Example: 
Students clarify the difference between “strength” and “power” in a short written explanation. 

 

28. Using Precise, Concise Language 
Precise writing focuses on accuracy; concise writing eliminates unnecessary words. Together, 
they improve clarity and reduce confusion. 



This matters because vague language leads to misunderstandings and errors. Precision in writing 
reflects precision in thinking and execution. 

PE Example: 
Students revise “run fast” to “accelerate for 10 meters, then maintain speed.” 

COMMUNICATION LITERACY SKILLS (PE) 
How students speak, listen, collaborate, model, and engage with others 

SPEAKING SKILLS 
 

1. Explaining Ideas Clearly 
Explaining ideas clearly means students can express their thinking in a way that others can easily 
understand. They learn to choose appropriate vocabulary, structure their explanation logically, 
and speak in a way that helps peers follow their reasoning or instructions. This skill reflects both 
understanding and the ability to communicate that understanding to others. 

This matters across all content areas because students constantly need to share observations, 
describe processes, and convey strategies. Whether giving instructions, explaining how they 
solved a problem, or describing a technique, students who can explain clearly contribute to better 
collaboration and stronger academic discourse. 

PE Example: 
A student explains the correct footwork for a shuffle-step defensive drill to a partner. 

 

2. Using Academic Vocabulary Appropriately 
Using academic vocabulary means students incorporate discipline-specific terms into their 
explanations and conversations. This shows they understand not only what the terms mean, but 
how to use them in context. Academic vocabulary increases precision and helps students 
communicate efficiently in their subject area. 

This skill matters because every discipline uses specialized language that helps students think 
and communicate like practitioners. Using this vocabulary correctly strengthens comprehension, 
clarity, and credibility. It signals that students are engaging with content at a deeper level. 



PE Example: 
Students use terms like “pivot,” “base of support,” “force absorption,” or “follow-through” while 
giving skill feedback. 

 

3. Asking Clarifying Questions 
Asking clarifying questions means students seek additional information when something is 
unclear. They learn to recognize confusion early and address it before it leads to mistakes. These 
questions help refine understanding, confirm expectations, and prevent miscommunication. 

This skill matters because students who ask clarifying questions demonstrate active engagement 
and a willingness to take responsibility for their learning. It also strengthens classroom dialogue 
by encouraging others to think more deeply and communicate more precisely. 

PE Example: 
A student asks, “Do we switch every 20 seconds or after each partner finishes their reps?” before 
starting a station. 

 

4. Providing Feedback 
Providing feedback requires students to observe performance, identify strengths and areas for 
improvement, and communicate suggestions respectfully. They learn to make feedback specific, 
actionable, and encouraging so it leads to growth rather than discouragement. 

This matters because feedback is foundational in all collaborative work. When students know 
how to provide helpful feedback, they support peers’ learning, build stronger relationships, and 
develop a coaching mindset. It improves group productivity and increases personal 
responsibility. 

PE Example: 
A student tells a partner, “Try keeping your chest up during the squat to help you stay balanced.” 

 

5. Presenting Information Formally or Informally 
Presenting information means communicating ideas to an individual, group, or full class in a 
clear and confident way. This may involve sharing findings, describing a strategy, or leading a 
demonstration. Students learn to organize their thoughts and use tone, posture, and pacing 
effectively. 



This skill matters because presentation skills are essential for academic, professional, and real-
world communication. Students who can speak clearly in front of others become more confident, 
collaborative, and capable of demonstrating leadership. 

PE Example: 
Students briefly present their team’s plan before a small-sided invasion game. 

 

6. Using Tone and Volume Effectively 
Using tone and volume effectively means adjusting voice level, energy, and attitude to match the 
situation so communication is clear and appropriate. Students learn how tone influences emotion, 
motivation, and interpretation. 

This matters because social and academic communication rely heavily on tone. Students who 
master this skill can navigate group work more successfully, signal urgency when needed, and 
communicate respectfully in a variety of settings. 

PE Example: 
A student uses a firm, audible voice when calling for a pass but a calm tone when giving 
coaching feedback. 

 

7. Sequencing Verbal Instructions 
Sequencing verbal instructions requires students to organize steps in a clear order when 
explaining a process. They learn to deliver directions that are easy to follow and logically 
structured. 

This skill matters because many tasks across disciplines depend on correct procedure. When 
students can articulate steps accurately, they reinforce their own understanding and support their 
peers’ success. 

PE Example: 
A student explains a jump-rope pattern to a classmate: “Start with two basic jumps, then alternate 
feet, then move into high knees.” 

 

8. Supporting Statements with Reasoning 
Supporting statements with reasoning means explaining why an idea makes sense, not just what 
the idea is. Students learn to link observations or feedback to causes, outcomes, or principles. 



This matters because reasoning deepens comprehension and helps students communicate more 
persuasively. It also reveals students’ thinking, allowing teachers to understand how they process 
information. 

PE Example: 
A student says, “You should widen your stance because it will give you better balance when you 
change direction.” 

 

LISTENING SKILLS 
 

9. Active Listening 
Active listening means fully focusing on the speaker by maintaining eye contact, using attentive 
body language, and responding appropriately. Students learn to quiet distractions and show they 
value what others are saying. 

This skill matters because active listening improves comprehension, cooperation, and the quality 
of classroom dialogue. When students listen well, they follow instructions accurately and support 
positive learning environments. 

PE Example: 
Students listen closely during a team huddle as a teammate explains their strategy for the next 
play. 

 

10. Identifying Key Points 
Identifying key points means determining the most important ideas from spoken directions, 
demonstrations, or discussions. Students learn to focus on essential information rather than 
getting lost in details. 

This matters because students who can identify key points follow instructions more accurately, 
perform skills more effectively, and stay aligned with the task’s purpose. It strengthens 
comprehension and reduces confusion. 

PE Example: 
After watching a throwing demonstration, students identify “step with opposite foot,” “rotate 
hips,” and “extend arm forward” as the main cues. 



 

 

11. Following Multi-Step Directions 
Following multi-step directions means students can hear, remember, and carry out tasks that 
involve several steps. This requires attention, processing, sequencing, and working memory. 

This matters because nearly every discipline involves multi-step procedures—experiments, 
recipes, drills, routines, and technical workflows. Students who master this skill work more 
independently, safely, and efficiently. 

PE Example: 
Students follow instructions to warm up, perform the fitness test, record their results, and 
complete a cooldown in the correct order. 

 

12. Paraphrasing or Summarizing What Was Heard 
Paraphrasing means restating information in one’s own words to confirm understanding. 
Summarizing means capturing the essential meaning of what was said. Both skills require active 
processing and clarity of thought. 

This matters because these skills prove students truly understand what they heard—not just that 
they were listening. They also help reduce misunderstandings, support group work, and 
strengthen communication between students. 

PE Example: 
A student explains station expectations to their group: “So we do five reps each, then switch 
partners after 20 seconds.” 

 

13. Evaluating the Credibility of Spoken Information 
Evaluating spoken information means assessing whether what someone says is accurate, logical, 
and trustworthy. Students learn to question unsupported claims and recognize when speakers use 
opinion instead of evidence. 

This matters because verbal misinformation can spread quickly among peers. Students who 
evaluate credibility think more critically, make safer decisions, and avoid being influenced by 
inaccurate or misleading statements. 



PE Example: 
A student questions a classmate’s “shortcut” to higher vertical jump results and compares it to 
the teacher’s evidence-based explanation. 

14. Listening for Tone, Intent, or Emphasis 

Listening for tone, intent, or emphasis means interpreting how something is said—not just the 
words themselves. Students learn to detect emotion, urgency, enthusiasm, or frustration in 
spoken communication. 

This matters because tone shapes the meaning of a message. Understanding intent helps students 
respond appropriately and maintain positive communication in group tasks and discussions. 

PE Example: 
A student recognizes urgency in a teammate’s call for defensive help and adjusts their 
positioning accordingly. 

 

INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS 
 

15. Engaging in Collaborative Discussion 
Engaging in collaborative discussion means actively participating in group conversations, 
sharing ideas, responding to others, and staying on task. Students learn to balance speaking and 
listening while contributing productively. 

This matters because many academic and real-world projects require teamwork and clear 
communication. Students who communicate well in groups achieve stronger outcomes and 
develop transferable social skills. 

PE Example: 
Students discuss their rotation strategy during a volleyball drill, each offering input before the 
team decides together. 

 

16. Negotiating Roles and Responsibilities 
Negotiating roles means students communicate to divide tasks fairly and effectively based on 
strengths and needs. They learn to compromise, make decisions, and establish shared 
expectations. 



This matters because successful teamwork requires organization and clear distribution of labor. 
When students can negotiate roles, they manage group work more effectively and increase 
accountability. 

PE Example: 
Students decide who will time, record data, and manage equipment during a fitness rotation. 

 

17. Building on Others’ Ideas 
Building on others’ ideas means students listen to peer suggestions and extend or refine them. 
This deepens group thinking and leads to stronger solutions. 

This matters because collaborative learning thrives when students respond thoughtfully to one 
another. Building on ideas models respectful discourse and encourages deeper engagement. 

PE Example: 
When one student suggests a defensive rotation, another adds, “We should also call switches 
earlier so we don’t get caught out of position.” 

 

18. Clarifying Misunderstandings 
Clarifying misunderstandings means recognizing confusion and addressing it quickly and 
respectfully. Students ask questions, restate expectations, and resolve discrepancies to align 
group understanding. 

This matters because miscommunication leads to mistakes, frustration, and wasted time. When 
students clarify misunderstandings early, they improve accuracy and create healthier 
collaboration. 

PE Example: 
A student asks, “Wait—are we switching every point or every serve?” to ensure the group 
follows the correct rule. 

 

19. Resolving Conflict Using Appropriate Language 
This skill means addressing disagreements politely and productively rather than reacting 
emotionally. Students learn to stay calm, use respectful language, and work toward a fair 
solution. 



This matters because conflict is a natural part of collaboration. Students who can resolve conflict 
appropriately create safer, more supportive learning environments and build lifelong 
interpersonal skills. 

PE Example: 
Two students disagree about a line call in a game and calmly agree to replay the point instead of 
arguing. 

 

20. Asking and Answering Questions to Deepen 
Understanding 
This skill involves using thoughtful questions to uncover meaning, challenge assumptions, or 
explore deeper reasoning. Students learn to ask questions that promote critical thinking and 
answer questions with clarity. 

This matters because meaningful dialogue depends on curiosity and clarity. These interactions 
help students internalize content and support collaborative problem-solving. 

PE Example: 
A student asks a peer, “What did you change in your footwork to get more power on that serve?” 
and responds with insight when asked similar questions. 

 

NONVERBAL & MULTIMODAL 
COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

 

21. Using Gestures or Visuals to Support Communication 
Using gestures or visuals means reinforcing verbal communication with physical cues, diagrams, 
or signals. Students learn that communication goes beyond words and can be supported with 
clear, purposeful actions. 

This matters because nonverbal communication increases clarity and speed, especially in fast-
paced or hands-on environments. Students become more effective leaders and collaborators 
when they can communicate visually. 



PE Example: 
A student signals with a hand gesture to indicate they are setting a screen during a basketball 
drill. 

 

22. Interpreting Body Language 
Interpreting body language means recognizing cues such as posture, facial expressions, or 
movement that reveal emotions, readiness, or intent. Students learn to read nonverbal signals to 
understand what others might be thinking or feeling. 

This matters because effective teamwork relies on awareness and empathy. Students who 
interpret body language well communicate more thoughtfully and supportively. 

PE Example: 
A student notices a teammate looks fatigued and offers to rotate roles or take a turn early. 

 

23. Demonstrating Processes or Techniques 
Demonstrating means communicating information by modeling movements, steps, or skills 
rather than explaining them verbally. Students learn to show meaning through action, making 
communication more accessible. 

This matters because demonstration is a powerful instructional tool across many disciplines. It 
strengthens both expressive skills and comprehension while allowing students to model 
leadership. 

PE Example: 
A student demonstrates proper plank alignment for their group to reference during an exercise. 

 

24. Creating Visual Representations of Ideas 
Creating visual representations means students use diagrams, sketches, charts, or symbols to 
explain concepts or strategies. This skill allows students to express complex ideas quickly and 
clearly. 

This matters because visual thinking is essential in technical, scientific, athletic, and artistic 
fields. Students who communicate visually develop stronger spatial reasoning and can represent 
their ideas across multiple modes. 



PE Example: 
Students draw a simple offensive play on a whiteboard during a team strategy discussion. 

 

25. Communicating Through Digital or Multimedia Formats 
This skill means using technology—such as videos, photos, voice recordings, or digital 
diagrams—to convey ideas clearly. Students learn to choose appropriate formats to match the 
purpose and audience. 

This matters because modern communication increasingly relies on multimedia tools. Students 
who can use digital communication effectively are better prepared for real-world expectations 
and can express ideas in creative, accessible ways. 

PE Example: 
Students create a short video demonstrating a skill progression for their “Coach It Up” tutorial 
project. 

 

FEEDBACK & DISCOURSE SKILLS 
 

26. Constructive Peer Feedback 
Constructive peer feedback means offering helpful, specific guidance that improves 
performance. Students learn to focus on behaviors—not personal traits—and communicate 
suggestions respectfully. 

This matters because feedback builds collaborative learning communities. Students who can give 
and receive feedback grow faster, perform better, and contribute positively to group dynamics. 

PE Example: 
Students give a “glow” (strength) and “grow” (suggestion) after watching a partner practice a 
skill. 

 

27. Using Evidence in Discussion 



Using evidence in discussion means supporting claims with observations, data, or logical 
reasoning. Students learn to justify their ideas rather than relying on vague statements or 
opinions. 

This matters because evidence-based thinking is essential in academic, technical, and practical 
contexts. Students who use evidence improve their critical thinking and credibility. 

PE Example: 
A student says, “Your jump height improved after you added an arm swing—that’s why that cue 
works.” 

 

28. Participating in Structured Discourse 
Structured discourse means engaging in organized conversation formats like turn-and-talk, 
small-group coaching, or whole-class discussions. Students learn to follow norms, listen actively, 
and contribute thoughtfully. 

This matters because structured dialogue creates equity in classrooms—every student gets a 
voice, not just the loud ones. It also teaches students how to communicate in academic and 
professional contexts. 

PE Example: 
Students participate in a pair-share after completing a team challenge, each explaining their role 
and reasoning. 

 

29. Maintaining Respectful Academic Conversation Norms 
This skill means using polite language, taking turns, listening attentively, and staying focused on 
the topic. Students learn how to participate productively without interrupting or dominating. 

This matters because respectful dialogue is essential for safe and effective learning 
environments. It encourages students to collaborate maturely and think critically about their 
communication. 

PE Example: 
Students wait their turn during a strategy discussion and respond constructively to teammates’ 
ideas. 

 

30. Responding Appropriately to Critique 



Responding to critique means accepting feedback with maturity, considering suggestions 
thoughtfully, and making adjustments without becoming defensive. Students learn to view 
critique as a tool for growth rather than criticism. 

This matters because students who handle critique well demonstrate resilience and a growth 
mindset. This skill supports long-term improvement in any discipline—physical, academic, 
artistic, or technical. 

PE Example: 
After receiving feedback about hip rotation during a kick, a student says, “I’ll try adjusting that 
on the next attempt.” 

 

31. Asking Probing or Follow-Up Questions 
This skill means asking thoughtful questions that deepen understanding or push thinking further. 
Students learn to extend conversations by exploring reasoning, uncovering details, or clarifying 
purpose. 

This matters because probing questions fuel deeper learning and richer collaboration. They help 
students move beyond surface-level participation to meaningful engagement. 

PE Example: 
A student asks, “Why do you think changing your stance helped you keep better balance?” to 
explore the underlying reason. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

READING LITERACY SKILLS (FACS) 
1. Identifying Main Ideas 
Identifying the main idea means students can determine the central message or primary purpose 
in a text, visual, demonstration, or set of instructions. Instead of getting overwhelmed by 
individual details, they can pinpoint the big concept the creator wants them to understand. This 
allows students to filter out noise and focus on the core meaning of what they’re engaging with. 

This skill matters because every content task begins with purpose. Whether students are 
analyzing a recipe, discussing design elements, learning a safety procedure, or practicing a stitch 
technique, knowing the main idea ensures they approach the task with clarity. Without this skill, 
students may misinterpret instructions, misunderstand expectations, or focus on the wrong 
aspects of the material. 

FCS Example: 
Students examine a recipe’s introductory blurb and determine that the main idea is “learning how 
to make a quick, balanced breakfast using whole ingredients” before looking at the specific steps 
and measurements. 

 

2. Identifying Supporting Details 
Identifying supporting details requires students to locate the facts, cues, or examples that 
reinforce the main idea. This means distinguishing which pieces of information matter most and 
how they contribute to understanding. Strong readers recognize that details are not random—
they exist to explain, clarify, or deepen the primary concept. 

This skill is important because students often struggle when they can’t tell the difference 
between essential and non-essential information. Supporting details help learners justify their 
interpretations and explain why something works the way it does. Across content areas, this 
strengthens analytical thinking, accuracy, and comprehension. 

FCS Example: 
Students look at a food-safety poster and identify the supporting details—“wash hands for 20 
seconds,” “store raw meat below ready-to-eat foods,” and “cook poultry to 165°F”—that 
reinforce the main idea of preventing cross-contamination. 



 

 

3. Summarizing 
Summarizing requires students to condense a larger set of information into its most essential 
meaning. It demonstrates that they can sift through ideas, identify what truly matters, and express 
the core message clearly and concisely. A strong summary shows that a student understands both 
the parts and the whole. 

This skill matters because summarizing is one of the clearest indicators that students truly 
comprehend what they’ve learned. In every discipline, being able to summarize allows students 
to communicate efficiently, reduce complexity, and focus on essential meaning. It supports note-
taking, explanation, and knowledge retention. 

FCS Example: 
After reviewing a textile-care label chart, students summarize its purpose as: “Care labels show 
how to wash, dry, and treat fabrics so clothing lasts longer and doesn’t get damaged.” 

 

4. Sequencing Events 
Sequencing requires students to determine the correct order of actions, steps, or phases within a 
process. It helps them understand how one part leads naturally to the next and why the order 
matters. Accurate sequencing prevents errors and ensures that procedural tasks are completed 
safely and effectively. 

This skill matters because every discipline involves multi-step processes—cooking techniques, 
sewing steps, budgeting workflows, or child-development routines. Students who can sequence 
accurately are better equipped to follow procedures, replicate demonstrations, and troubleshoot 
mistakes based on where a step went wrong. 

FCS Example: 
Students arrange the steps for preparing a yeast dough in order: proofing the yeast, mixing 
ingredients, kneading, rising, shaping, and baking. 

 

5. Determining Cause and Effect 
Determining cause and effect means understanding the relationship between an action and the 
outcome that follows. Students learn to identify what triggered a result, what changed because of 



it, and how one event logically connects to another. This strengthens their ability to analyze 
patterns and make informed predictions. 

This skill matters because every content area relies on the ability to recognize why things 
happen. Students who understand cause and effect can troubleshoot errors, evaluate outcomes, 
and make better decisions. It deepens comprehension by helping students move from surface-
level observation to underlying reasoning. 

FCS Example: 
Students analyze a failed baked product and identify that too much flour (cause) led to a dry, 
crumbly texture (effect). 

6. Using Context Clues 
Using context clues means interpreting unfamiliar vocabulary or phrases by examining the 
surrounding information, images, labels, or demonstrations. Instead of stopping when a word 
feels unfamiliar, students learn to infer meaning based on visual cues, ingredient lists, 
procedures, or patterns. This builds independence and confidence in navigating real-world texts 
and visuals. 

This skill matters because the FCS classroom is full of specialized terms—culinary, nutrition, 
textile, budgeting, parenting, and safety-related language. Students who use context effectively 
can progress through recipes, patterns, diagrams, or consumer instructions without getting stuck. 
It supports autonomy, reduces frustration, and builds academic resilience. 

FCS Example: 
When a recipe says “fold gently,” students interpret the meaning using the surrounding steps and 
accompanying illustration showing a gentle scooping motion rather than stirring. 

 

7. Decoding Academic or Domain-Specific Vocabulary 
Decoding domain-specific vocabulary means students can interpret technical terms used within 
FCS and connect them to their purpose or function. This includes understanding words tied to 
culinary methods, textile construction, child development, nutrition science, or interior design. 

This skill matters because FCS relies heavily on precise terminology. Students need to 
understand and use terms correctly to follow procedures, explain processes, and communicate 
professionally. Decoding this vocabulary equips students to think and communicate like 
emerging chefs, designers, caregivers, and consumers. 

FCS Example: 
Students interpret terms like “simmer,” “seam allowance,” “ledger,” “fermentation,” or “blend 
until incorporated” in context when performing hands-on tasks. 



 

 

8. Understanding Figurative Language 
Understanding figurative language means recognizing expressions that are not meant to be taken 
literally but instead describe technique, quality, or effect. Figurative language frequently appears 
in culinary descriptions, sewing instructions, design critiques, or child development discussions. 

This matters because many instructional cues in FCS rely on metaphorical or symbolic phrasing. 
If students misunderstand figurative language, they may follow steps incorrectly or misinterpret 
expectations. Recognizing figurative cues improves comprehension and supports clearer skill 
execution. 

FCS Example: 
When a cooking demonstration says to “wake up the spices,” students understand this means 
heating them gently to release aroma, not literally waking them. 

 

9. Identifying Tone and Mood 
Identifying tone and mood means interpreting the emotional quality of a message and the attitude 
of the creator. Whether analyzing a nutrition advertisement, a family scenario, a product review, 
or a design portfolio, students must understand how tone shapes meaning. 

This skill matters because tone influences how information is received and how persuasive or 
trustworthy it feels. Students who recognize tone and mood can better evaluate messaging, detect 
bias, and respond appropriately—key skills in areas like consumer awareness and interpersonal 
communication. 

FCS Example: 
Students compare a calm, reassuring parenting brochure with a high-energy advertisement for a 
new kitchen gadget and identify how tone affects the intended audience. 

 

10. Recognizing Connotation vs. Denotation 
Recognizing connotation versus denotation means distinguishing between a word’s literal 
definition and the feelings or associations that come with it. This helps students interpret 
nuanced language, especially in product descriptions, design critiques, and consumer messaging. 



This skill matters because emotional language is often used to influence purchasing decisions or 
shape perceptions. Students who understand connotation can more accurately evaluate products, 
advertisements, and interpersonal messages. 

FCS Example: 
Students analyze the difference between describing a food as “budget-friendly” (positive, 
practical connotation) versus “cheap” (negative connotation), noticing how each influences 
perception. 

 

11. Analyzing Word Choice and Its Effect 
Analyzing word choice means evaluating why specific words were selected and how they 
influence meaning, tone, or persuasion. Students learn that slight changes in wording can 
significantly impact how directions are interpreted or how products are marketed. 

This matters across FCS because precise language affects cooking outcomes, sewing accuracy, 
budgeting choices, and communication within families. Understanding word choice helps 
students think critically about instructions, packaging, and relationships. 

FCS Example: 
Students discuss how “golden brown” versus “brown” in a recipe indicates a specific level of 
doneness and drastically affects food quality. 

TEXT STRUCTURE & FEATURES 
 

12. Recognizing Text Structures 
Recognizing text structures means identifying how information is organized—such as sequence, 
comparison, cause/effect, or problem/solution. When students understand the structure, they can 
more quickly interpret what a text, demonstration, or diagram is trying to show. 

This matters because FCS instructional materials—from recipe layouts to sewing patterns to 
childcare guides—use clear structures to communicate important information. Recognizing the 
structure helps students follow tasks accurately and avoid mistakes. 

FCS Example: 
Students recognize that a “Troubleshooting Baking Problems” chart uses a problem/solution 
structure to help them identify what went wrong and how to fix it. 

 



 

 

13. Interpreting Graphs, Charts, and Visual Features 
Interpreting visuals means understanding information represented through diagrams, charts, 
measurements, maps, symbols, or labels. Visual literacy supports comprehension in cooking, 
textiles, nutrition, budgeting, and design. 

This matters because FCS students constantly encounter visuals—nutrition labels, measuring 
charts, sewing patterns, interior layout diagrams, and financial tables. Being able to interpret 
visuals allows students to navigate tasks independently and confidently. 

FCS Example: 
Students use a nutrition facts label to determine serving size, calories, and macronutrient 
breakdown. 

 

14. Analyzing Headings, Subheadings, Captions, and Labels 
Analyzing text features means using headings, icons, labels, and captions to quickly understand 
how information is organized. Students learn to navigate material efficiently rather than feeling 
overwhelmed. 

This matters because text features are built into nearly all FCS resources. Students must know 
how to read them to follow recipes, sewing instructions, safety manuals, or financial worksheets 
successfully. 

FCS Example: 
Students interpret the labeled sections of a sewing pattern envelope—“notions,” “sizes,” 
“yardage,” and “finished garment measurements”—to choose the correct materials. 

 

15. Understanding Purpose and Audience 
Understanding purpose and audience means identifying why a text or visual was created and who 
it is intended for. Students learn to interpret instructions, advertisements, guides, or product 
packaging with a critical lens. 



This matters because FCS content frequently involves consumer education. Students who 
recognize purpose and audience can better evaluate products, advice, and media messaging, 
leading to more informed decision-making. 

FCS Example: 
Students analyze a food advertisement and determine that its purpose is to persuade busy 
families to purchase a convenient meal solution. 

16. Identifying Organizational Patterns 
Identifying organizational patterns means noticing how steps or ideas are arranged—
chronologically, spatially, categorically, or by level of importance. Patterns help students 
understand why information is presented in a certain way. 

This matters because organizational patterns are essential in recipes, sewing guides, childcare 
routines, and financial planning. Recognizing the pattern improves students’ ability to follow 
tasks correctly and apply content knowledge effectively. 

FCS Example: 
Students recognize that a recipe is organized from preparation steps (chopping, measuring) to 
cooking steps (heating, mixing) and finally to plating or serving instructions. 

 
 

17. Evaluating the Credibility of a Source 
Evaluating credibility means determining whether information is trustworthy, accurate, and 
supported by solid reasoning or evidence. Students learn to look at who created the information, 
what expertise they have, and whether the message is backed by facts or simply opinion. They 
begin to recognize when a source is reliable enough to guide real decisions and when it should be 
questioned. 

This matters deeply in FCS because students regularly encounter health claims, nutrition trends, 
cleaning “hacks,” parenting advice, and consumer product promotions that may not be evidence-
based. Being able to evaluate credibility protects students from misinformation and teaches them 
to base decisions on reputable sources rather than viral claims or advertising tactics. 

FCS Example: 
Students compare a scientifically sourced food-safety guideline chart with a social media video 
claiming a shortcut for defrosting meat and determine which one is more credible and why. 

 

18. Identifying Bias 



Identifying bias means recognizing when information is presented from a one-sided, incomplete, 
or persuasive viewpoint. Students learn that bias may influence how a message is constructed, 
often shaping the reader’s perception through selective details or emotionally charged language. 
Understanding bias does not mean dismissing the information, but rather approaching it with 
awareness. 

This skill matters in FCS because students constantly interact with marketing—from food 
packaging to household products to baby gear to clothing brands. Bias is also present in social 
media content and lifestyle messaging. Learning to identify bias helps students develop stronger 
consumer skills, resist manipulative advertising, and make more informed choices for health, 
finances, and daily living. 

FCS Example: 
Students analyze a commercial for an expensive blender and identify how the ad exaggerates 
benefits while ignoring more affordable alternatives that perform the same function. 

 

19. Analyzing Argument and Evidence 
Analyzing argument and evidence requires students to evaluate whether a claim is supported 
with logical reasoning, accurate data, or relevant examples. They learn to determine whether 
evidence actually relates to the claim being made and whether the argument is strong or weak. 
This process helps students distinguish persuasive accuracy from persuasive style. 

This matters because FCS includes many decisions based on evidence—nutritional information, 
financial choices, child-development guidelines, sanitation requirements, and product 
comparisons. Students who can analyze evidence are more capable of making sound choices, 
challenging unsupported claims, and participating in informed discussions. 

FCS Example: 
Students examine a nutrition poster claiming that a specific breakfast option “boosts energy all 
day” and evaluate whether the listed ingredients and nutritional data actually support that claim. 

 

20. Synthesizing Information from Multiple Texts 
Synthesizing information means pulling ideas from multiple sources—visuals, labels, 
instructions, demonstrations, or charts—and combining them to form a deeper understanding. 
Students learn to integrate information rather than treating each piece separately, making their 
comprehension more thorough and practical. 

This skill matters in FCS because real tasks often pull from several inputs at once—recipes plus 
nutrition labels, sewing patterns plus machine settings, budgeting tools plus expense lists, or 



child-development research plus real-life scenarios. Being able to synthesize information helps 
students complete tasks successfully and make informed decisions in daily life. 

FCS Example: 
Students use a recipe, a nutrition label, and a serving-size chart together to determine how 
healthy a meal is and whether adjustments should be made. 

21. Comparing Viewpoints Across Texts 

Comparing viewpoints means examining two or more explanations, perspectives, or approaches 
to identify similarities, differences, and potential strengths of each. Students learn that there can 
be multiple solutions, interpretations, or methods, and each may offer something valuable. This 
encourages open-mindedness and deeper analysis. 

This matters across FCS because many topics involve differing philosophies—budgeting 
strategies, parenting approaches, design styles, sanitation methods, or nutritional 
recommendations. Students who compare viewpoints thoughtfully become better problem-
solvers and more flexible thinkers, capable of evaluating multiple solutions before choosing the 
best one. 

FCS Example: 
Students compare two different household budgeting methods—“envelope system” vs. “zero-
based budgeting”—and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each approach. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

WRITING LITERACY SKILLS (FACS) 

EXPOSITORY & INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 

1. Explaining Processes 
Explaining processes means students can clearly describe how something works or how a 
sequence of steps should be completed. They must understand the purpose of each step, how the 
steps connect, and how to communicate them clearly enough that someone else could follow the 
instructions successfully. Strong process writing shows mastery of content and the ability to 
articulate it. 

This skill matters in FCS because nearly every task—cooking, sewing, caring for a child, 
cleaning, budgeting, or design work—requires following or explaining a multi-step procedure. 
Students who can explain processes demonstrate deeper comprehension, communicate safely and 
effectively, and are able to teach or support others during hands-on work. 

FCS Example: 
Students write a clear explanation of how to safely prepare and sanitize a cutting board after 
handling raw poultry. 

 

2. Defining Terms or Concepts 
Defining terms means students can explain important vocabulary accurately and in their own 
words. A strong definition shows they understand not just the word itself, but also how it fits into 
the broader concept or skill. Students learn to distinguish essential characteristics and 
communicate them clearly. 

This skill matters because FCS includes numerous technical terms across cooking, nutrition, 
textiles, family dynamics, and financial literacy. Students must understand foundational 
vocabulary before they can follow procedures, evaluate products, or participate in discussions. 
Clear definitional writing strengthens comprehension, communication, and discipline-specific 
literacy. 

FCS Example: 
Students define “al dente” in the context of pasta preparation and explain why that texture 
matters for quality and flavor. 



 

3. Summarizing Information 
Summarizing means condensing information into its essential meaning and rewriting it clearly 
and concisely. Students must identify the main idea, filter out unnecessary details, and express 
the message in their own words. A strong summary proves they understand both the big picture 
and the key points. 

This skill matters in FCS because students frequently encounter dense information in nutrition 
guides, childcare resources, financial materials, and safety instructions. Summarizing helps 
students translate complex information into usable knowledge that can guide daily decision-
making and hands-on tasks. 

FCS Example: 
Students summarize a textile-care guide in a single sentence such as: “Care labels explain how to 
wash, dry, and treat fabrics so clothing stays in good condition.” 

 

4. Describing Relationships 
Describing relationships means students can explain how ideas, actions, or variables connect. 
They learn to articulate how one factor influences another—whether that relationship is 
cause/effect, comparison, contrast, or functional. This allows students to go beyond surface-level 
understanding. 

This skill matters because relationships exist in every FCS domain—how ingredients interact in 
recipes, how child behaviors relate to developmental stages, how spending decisions affect 
budgets, how fabric types respond to heat, or how layout choices influence room design. 
Understanding these relationships leads to better reasoning and more informed choices. 

FCS Example: 
Students write an explanation of how sugar and fat ratios affect the texture of baked goods, 
linking ingredient balance to finished product quality. 

 

5. Sequencing Steps or Instructions 
Sequencing in writing requires students to present steps in a clear, logical order that others can 
follow accurately. It demands precision, attention to detail, and an understanding of how each 
step fits within the entire procedure. Good sequencing prevents mistakes and ensures successful 
outcomes. 



This skill matters because FCS relies on procedural tasks—from following recipes and sewing 
instructions to assembling products or completing budgeting workflows. When students can 
sequence steps correctly in writing, they demonstrate clarity, comprehension, and an ability to 
support peers during hands-on tasks. 

FCS Example: 
Students write the correct sequence for threading a sewing machine, ensuring each step is in the 
right order to avoid equipment malfunction. 

 

6. Clarifying Ideas with Precise Language 
Clarifying ideas means choosing words that are specific and accurate rather than vague or 
general. Students learn to avoid ambiguous descriptions and instead use precise terminology that 
leads to correct understanding. Precision ensures that instructions and explanations are consistent 
and replicable. 

This skill matters because vague writing can lead to major problems in FCS tasks—from 
undercooked food to unsafe sanitation practices to incorrect garment construction. Precision in 
writing mirrors precision in practice and reinforces high-quality, safe, and efficient work. 

FCS Example: 
Students revise “cook until done” to “cook chicken to an internal temperature of 165°F,” 
demonstrating a precise and safe instruction. 

 

✅ ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING 
 

7. Making a Claim 
Making a claim means students take a clear position on a topic, procedure, or decision. A claim 
is more than a preference—it is a statement that can be supported with reasoning and evidence. 
Students learn to express a focused viewpoint that sets the stage for a complete argument. 

This skill matters because FCS frequently involves evaluating choices—meal planning, 
budgeting methods, product selections, childcare strategies, design decisions, and sanitation 
protocols. Claim-making helps students think critically and communicate their stances 
confidently and professionally. 



FCS Example: 
Students write a claim about which food-storage method is most effective for keeping produce 
fresh the longest. 

8. Supporting Claims with Evidence 

Supporting a claim means backing it up with data, observations, research, or contextual 
examples. Students learn to use facts rather than assumptions and to choose evidence that 
directly supports their position. This demonstrates subject knowledge and analytical thinking. 

This skill matters because consumer science, nutrition decisions, childcare guidelines, and home 
management practices must be based on reliable information. Students who can support their 
claims make informed, responsible choices in real-world situations. 

FCS Example: 
Students use data from a class food-storage experiment to show which conditions kept berries 
fresh the longest. 

 

9. Using Reasoning to Justify Decisions 
Using reasoning means explaining why the evidence supports the claim. Students connect proof 
to conclusions by clearly showing cause-and-effect or logical relationships. Reasoning is what 
transforms evidence into a convincing argument. 

This matters because reasoning is essential for thoughtful, responsible decision-making—
especially in areas that impact health, finances, and home safety. Students who reason well 
demonstrate deeper understanding and communicate more credibly. 

FCS Example: 
A student explains that berries stored in breathable containers stayed fresher because air 
circulation slowed mold growth, justifying their claim. 

 

10. Addressing Counterarguments 
Addressing counterarguments means acknowledging alternative viewpoints and explaining why 
one’s claim still holds value. Students learn that strong arguments consider multiple perspectives 
rather than ignoring them. This creates more balanced and thoughtful writing. 

This matters because FCS topics often involve differing approaches—meal planning 
philosophies, childcare strategies, cleaning methods, or budgeting systems. Students who can 
address counterarguments remain open-minded while still supporting their position with clarity. 



FCS Example: 
Students acknowledge that sealed containers keep berries protected but argue that the lack of 
airflow increases moisture buildup, supporting their original claim. 

11. Organizing an Argument Logically 

Organizing an argument means structuring writing so that ideas flow clearly from claim to 
evidence to reasoning and (when appropriate) counterargument. Students learn to present 
information in a way that guides the reader through their thinking. 

This matters because logical organization improves clarity, persuasiveness, and professionalism. 
Well-structured writing reflects well-structured thinking, a crucial skill for any discipline. 

FCS Example: 
Students organize a paragraph explaining which kitchen appliance is most cost-effective for a 
beginning cook and support their reasoning with price comparisons and usage benefits. 

NARRATIVE & CREATIVE WRITING 
 

12. Writing Narratives 
Writing narratives means students create stories or personal accounts that describe real or 
hypothetical experiences. They practice sequencing events, using details effectively, and 
conveying what happened in a meaningful way. Narratives help students articulate the human 
side of learning—emotion, challenge, reflection, and growth. 

This matters in FCS because everyday life skills are deeply tied to personal experiences. 
Whether exploring time in the kitchen, budgeting challenges, child development observations, or 
workplace interactions, narrative writing helps students process how content connects to real life. 
It strengthens memory, empathy, and self-awareness. 

FCS Example: 
Students write a short narrative describing the first time they attempted a challenging recipe and 
how they adapted when things didn’t go as planned. 

 

13. Using Descriptive Language 
Descriptive language means adding vivid, sensory, or specific details to help the reader visualize 
an experience or process. Students learn to describe textures, colors, scents, movements, or 
emotions in a precise way. Good descriptive writing creates clarity and engagement. 



This skill matters in FCS because so many tasks involve sensory detail—cooking, sewing, 
interior design, child behavior observation, and consumer product evaluation. Descriptive 
language helps students communicate quality, craftsmanship, and perception in a more nuanced 
way. 

FCS Example: 
Students describe the texture, appearance, and aroma of a finished baked product using sensory-
rich language. 

 

14. Crafting Dialogue 
Crafting dialogue means writing conversations between individuals in a way that feels natural 
and purposeful. Dialogue reveals thinking, problem-solving, negotiation, and emotional 
responses. Students learn how communication shapes interactions. 

This matters because interpersonal communication is at the heart of FCS: family dynamics, 
workplace etiquette, childcare routines, customer service, and collaborative cooking or sewing 
tasks all depend on effective dialogue. Practicing written dialogue strengthens students’ 
understanding of communication norms. 

FCS Example: 
Students write a short conversation between a babysitter and a parent discussing a toddler’s 
bedtime routine. 

 

15. Establishing Setting, Character, and Plot 
Establishing these elements means creating a believable environment, defining roles, and 
developing events in a way that makes sense. Students learn to structure stories with intentional 
detail and thoughtful sequencing. This strengthens creativity and narrative logic. 

This matters in FCS because real-life scenarios often require students to imagine or analyze 
specific contexts—childcare situations, design environments, family interactions, or consumer 
decision-making. Creating fictional scenarios mirrors how they will problem-solve in authentic 
settings. 

FCS Example: 
Students write a scene set in a bustling kitchen during a meal prep lab, describing the 
environment, the roles of each group member, and a key moment in the process. 

 



16. Using Transitions for Coherence 
Using transitions means connecting ideas smoothly so writing flows clearly from one part to the 
next. Students learn how transitional phrases help organize time, sequence, cause/effect, and 
contrast. This builds coherence and makes writing easier to follow. 

This matters in FCS because many tasks involve sequential steps, changing conditions, or 
cause/effect relationships—cooking techniques, fabric preparation steps, cleaning routines, or 
child-development milestones. Transitions help students explain these processes clearly. 

FCS Example: 
Students revise a narrative about baking cookies to include transitions such as “after the dough 
chilled,” “once the oven was preheated,” and “as the cookies cooled.” 

 

17. Developing a Point of View 
Developing point of view means writing from a chosen perspective—first person, third person, 
or a specific role. This shapes tone, interpretation, and insight. Students learn how perspective 
influences the message and how readers receive it. 

This matters in FCS because perspective is deeply tied to topics like childcare, family 
relationships, consumer choices, and culinary or design decisions. Writing from a point of view 
encourages empathy and helps students understand diverse experiences. 

FCS Example: 
Students write from the perspective of a child observing an adult’s behavior to illustrate how 
caregiver actions influence emotional development. 

 

ANALYTICAL & REFLECTIVE WRITING 
 

18. Reflecting on Performance or Process 
Reflective writing means students look back on what they did, evaluate their performance, and 
consider what they learned. They practice identifying successes, challenges, and concrete next 
steps. Reflection fosters self-awareness and continuous improvement. 



This matters because FCS is full of hands-on tasks—cooking labs, sewing projects, budgeting 
simulations, and childcare observations. Reflecting helps students understand what contributed to 
their success or struggle and how they can improve skills meaningfully and responsibly. 

FCS Example: 
Students reflect on a cooking lab by identifying what went well, what they would improve next 
time, and how well they followed sanitation procedures. 

 

19. Explaining Thinking or Decision-Making 
Explaining thinking means students articulate the reasoning behind choices they made—why 
they selected a method, tool, design, ingredient, or strategy. This reveals their internal logic and 
the level of understanding guiding their actions. 

This matters because FCS requires constant decision-making in real-world contexts: meal 
planning, spending, childcare interactions, cleaning methods, fabric selections, and design 
layouts. When students explain their thinking, they grow as problem-solvers and learn to justify 
decisions with clarity. 

FCS Example: 
A student explains why they chose whole-grain pasta for a recipe based on nutrition goals and 
dietary guidelines. 

 

20. Evaluating Strengths and Areas for Improvement 
Evaluating performance means students assess their own work using criteria or rubrics. They 
learn to be honest, specific, and constructive as they identify strengths and areas for growth. This 
builds self-regulation and realistic goal-setting. 

This matters because many FCS tasks require quality control—taste, texture, sanitation, safety, 
stitching accuracy, financial accuracy, or design effectiveness. Evaluation helps students 
internalize what “good work” looks like and identify targeted improvements. 

FCS Example: 
Students evaluate their finished sewing project, identifying one strong element of craftsmanship 
and one technique they need to improve. 

 

21. Connecting Experiences to Broader Concepts 



Connecting experiences means students relate what they observe or practice to bigger ideas, 
theories, or principles. This deepens understanding and shows that the student can apply what 
they learned beyond the immediate task. 

This matters because FCS teaches skills with real-world relevance—nutrition principles, 
financial responsibility, child development theory, and sustainable living. Making connections 
reinforces the lasting value of the content and strengthens conceptual understanding. 

FCS Example: 
Students connect a budgeting simulation to the broader concept of opportunity cost, explaining 
how choosing one expenditure affected another. 

 

22. Analyzing Patterns or Trends 
Analyzing patterns means identifying repeated outcomes, behaviors, or data points and 
interpreting what they mean. Students learn to look beyond isolated results to identify trends that 
influence decision-making. 

This matters because FCS is grounded in patterns: patterns in spending habits, child 
developmental milestones, cooking reactions, sewing measurements, or nutrition tracking. 
Recognizing patterns helps students predict outcomes and make smarter choices. 

FCS Example: 
Students analyze their weekly food logs to identify patterns in added sugar consumption and 
discuss how those patterns affect long-term health. 

TECHNICAL & PROCEDURAL WRITING 
 

23. Writing Step-by-Step Instructions 
Writing step-by-step instructions means giving clear, logical directions that others can follow 
accurately. Students must understand and communicate each step precisely to ensure the task is 
completed safely and successfully. 

This matters because procedural accuracy is critical in FCS—cooking, sewing, child supervision, 
cleaning, budgeting, and product use all rely on correct steps. Students who can clearly write 
instructions demonstrate competency and help maintain safety. 

FCS Example: 
Students write the step-by-step instructions for properly loading and operating a dishwasher to 
ensure responsible cleaning and sanitation. 



 

24. Creating Lists or Checklists 
Creating checklists means organizing essential tasks into simple, clear lists that help guide 
consistent work. Students learn to distill information into functional, easy-to-use formats. 

This matters because checklists support accuracy, efficiency, and safety in real-world contexts—
meal prep, shopping, sanitation routines, sewing tasks, household management, and child-care 
procedures. They help students internalize routines and avoid mistakes. 

FCS Example: 
Students create a kitchen sanitation checklist that includes handwashing, surface cleaning, 
equipment sanitizing, and safe food storage steps. 

 

25. Documenting Results or Outcomes 
Documenting results means accurately recording observations, measurements, data, or 
performance outcomes. Students learn to communicate findings clearly and objectively without 
exaggeration or omission. 

This matters in FCS because many tasks require evidence of progress—cooking results, nutrition 
tracking, developmental observations, budgeting logs, and sewing measurements. 
Documentation builds accountability and supports reflection and improvement. 

FCS Example: 
Students record ingredient costs, serving amounts, and nutrition totals during a meal-planning 
activity. 

 

26. Using Labeled Diagrams or Models 
Using diagrams means creating or annotating visuals to communicate structure, components, or 
processes. Students learn to represent information visually to support clarity and understanding. 

This matters because FCS relies heavily on diagrams—sewing patterns, kitchen layouts, 
childcare environment setups, or budgeting models. Labeled diagrams help students think 
spatially and communicate complex ideas quickly. 

FCS Example: 
Students label the parts of a sewing machine and the function of each component. 



 

27. Writing Definitions or Clarifications 
Writing definitions means explaining key terms or concepts in clear, concise language. Students 
learn to express essential characteristics and remove ambiguity. 

This matters because foundational understanding of terms is critical in FCS—nutrition, textiles, 
childcare, culinary arts, and consumer literacy all depend on precise vocabulary. Clear 
definitions strengthen student comprehension and communication. 

FCS Example: 
Students write a concise definition of “cross contamination” and why it poses a food safety 
hazard. 

 

28. Using Precise, Concise Language 
Using precise, concise language means eliminating unnecessary words and choosing terminology 
that communicates exactly what the writer intends. Students prioritize clarity, accuracy, and 
efficiency. 

This matters because vagueness can lead to unsafe conditions, inaccurate results, or ineffective 
communication. Precision is essential in technical tasks like measuring ingredients, sewing 
seams, or communicating childcare expectations. 

FCS Example: 
Students revise vague instructions like “cook until brown” to “cook until the internal temperature 
reaches 160°F and the outside is golden brown.” 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

COMMUNICATION LITERACY SKILLS (FACS) 

SPEAKING SKILLS 
 

1. Explaining Ideas Clearly 
Explaining ideas clearly means students express their thinking in a way others can easily 
understand. They learn to organize their thoughts, choose accurate vocabulary, and communicate 
with purpose so peers can follow their logic or instructions. Clear explanation demonstrates not 
just what students know but how well they understand the subject. 

This matters across FCS because students must frequently articulate steps in a recipe, justify 
design choices, explain budgeting decisions, or clarify child-care routines. When students can 
explain ideas clearly, they support group accuracy, reduce miscommunications, and contribute 
meaningfully to hands-on or collaborative tasks. 

FCS Example: 
A student clearly explains how to level and measure flour correctly when helping a partner 
during a baking activity. 

 

2. Using Academic Vocabulary Appropriately 
Using academic vocabulary means incorporating discipline-specific terms correctly during 
discussions or demonstrations. Students learn to replace vague language with precise 
terminology that matches the field. This strengthens clarity and reflects deeper understanding. 

This matters because FCS involves vocabulary from nutrition, culinary arts, textiles, childcare, 
and financial literacy. When students use academic vocabulary, they communicate more 
professionally and engage with content at a higher level. 



FCS Example: 
A student uses terms like “knead,” “seam allowance,” “unit price,” or “developmental 
milestone” during a class discussion. 

 

 

3. Asking Clarifying Questions 
Asking clarifying questions means students seek additional information when something is 
unclear. They learn to recognize gaps in understanding early and take steps to fix confusion 
before it leads to mistakes. Clarifying questions create shared accuracy and prevent 
miscommunication. 

This matters in FCS because inaccurate assumptions can lead to safety issues, recipe errors, 
budgeting mistakes, or incorrect sewing procedures. Students who ask clarifying questions 
demonstrate responsibility and active engagement. 

FCS Example: 
A student asks, “Do we preheat the oven now, or wait until the dough finishes rising?” 

 

4. Providing Feedback 
Providing feedback means offering suggestions that are specific, constructive, and respectful. 
Students learn to identify strengths, give actionable advice, and communicate in a way that 
encourages growth. Good feedback improves performance while maintaining positive 
relationships. 

This matters across FCS because students regularly collaborate on meals, sewing projects, 
childcare simulations, and group budgeting tasks. Effective feedback supports high-quality work 
and promotes a supportive learning environment. 

FCS Example: 
A student tells a peer, “Your stitches are really consistent—try keeping the fabric tighter here so 
the seam stays straight.” 

 

5. Presenting Information Formally or Informally 



Presenting information means sharing ideas aloud in a structured and clear way. Students learn to 
speak confidently, use appropriate pacing, and organize their ideas so others can follow. Whether 
casual or formal, effective presenting strengthens communication and professionalism. 

This matters in FCS because students often share menu plans, present design layouts, explain 
parenting strategies, or report lab results. Strong presentation skills help them communicate 
clearly and prepare for workplace and real-life scenarios. 

FCS Example: 
Students present their meal-prep plan to the class, explaining their ingredient choices and time 
management strategy. 

 

6. Using Tone and Volume Effectively 
Using tone and volume effectively means adjusting voice and attitude to fit the situation. 
Students learn how their delivery affects the message—too soft, and instructions aren’t heard; 
too sharp, and peers shut down. The goal is communication that is clear, confident, and 
respectful. 

This matters because FCS involves teamwork under time constraints—cooking labs, sewing 
rotations, childcare simulations, and group planning. Tone and volume can determine whether 
collaboration is smooth or stressful. 

FCS Example: 
A student uses a calm, steady tone when guiding their group through a sanitation checklist during 
cleanup. 

 

7. Sequencing Verbal Instructions 
Sequencing verbal instructions means explaining steps in the correct order when communicating 
a process aloud. Students practice clarity, accuracy, and organization so others can follow 
effectively. 

This matters because incorrect sequencing can lead to unsafe or incorrect outcomes—like 
mismeasuring ingredients, skipping sanitation steps, or misassembling a sewing project. 
Sequencing strengthens both comprehension and communication. 

FCS Example: 
A student explains, “First rinse the strawberries, then pat them dry, and then cut them,” helping a 
peer follow the correct process. 



 

8. Supporting Statements with Reasoning 
Supporting statements with reasoning means students explain why a suggestion or idea makes 
sense. They connect reasoning to evidence or logic rather than offering unsupported opinions. 

This matters because decisions in FCS—nutritional, financial, culinary, or interpersonal—must 
be justified through evidence or principles. Students who reason clearly become stronger 
problem-solvers and more persuasive communicators. 

FCS Example: 
A student explains, “Choose whole grains because they keep you full longer due to the higher 
fiber content.” 

 

LISTENING SKILLS 
 

9. Active Listening 
Active listening means giving full attention to the speaker through eye contact, appropriate body 
language, and focused engagement. Students learn to block distractions and show they value 
what others are saying. 

This matters in FCS because many tasks require precise instructions—cooking temperatures, 
sewing techniques, safety procedures, and childcare routines. Active listening prevents mistakes 
and strengthens collaboration. 

FCS Example: 
Students listen closely to a demonstration on how to safely use a kitchen knife before practicing. 

 

10. Identifying Key Points 
Identifying key points means determining the most important ideas from spoken instructions, 
demonstrations, or discussions. Students distinguish critical information from supporting details. 

This matters because FCS tasks rely on accuracy: missing one key point in food safety, 
measurement, or budgeting can lead to significant errors. Students who identify key points work 
more responsibly and independently. 



FCS Example: 
After a teacher explains a cleaning routine, students note the key points: sanitize surfaces, wash 
tools, and store equipment properly. 

 

11. Following Multi-Step Directions 
Following multi-step directions means accurately carrying out tasks that involve several steps. 
Students develop working memory, sequencing skills, and attention to detail—critical for hands-
on work. 

This matters in FCS because labs, projects, and simulations depend on correct order—mixing, 
heating, stitching, caregiving, or budgeting. Missing a step can compromise safety or quality. 

FCS Example: 
Students follow multi-step directions to prepare a recipe: preheat, measure, mix, cook, and 
properly store leftovers. 

 

12. Paraphrasing or Summarizing What Was Heard 
Paraphrasing means restating information in one’s own words, while summarizing captures only 
the essential points. Both require attention and processing, proving that students truly understood 
the message. 

This matters because paraphrasing and summarizing help students clarify instructions, check 
understanding, and improve communication—especially in group or lab settings. 

FCS Example: 
After hearing cleanup expectations, a student repeats to their group: “So we wipe counters, wash 
dishes, and sweep before we leave.” 

 

13. Evaluating the Credibility of Spoken Information 
Evaluating credibility means determining whether spoken claims are accurate, logical, and 
supported. Students learn not to accept every suggestion or trend at face value. 

This matters in FCS because students encounter spoken claims about diet fads, cleaning 
shortcuts, childcare tips, and financial advice that may be misleading. Evaluating credibility 
encourages safer, more informed choices. 



FCS Example: 
A student questions a peer who claims “lemon juice can sanitize anything” and checks with 
food-safety guidelines instead. 

 

14. Listening for Tone, Intent, or Emphasis 
Listening for tone, intent, or emphasis means recognizing the emotional or purposeful cues 
behind spoken words. Students learn that how something is said influences meaning and 
expectation. 

This matters because communication in FCS involves sensitivity—discussing family dynamics, 
giving peer feedback during labs, or collaborating under time pressure. Understanding tone helps 
students respond appropriately and respectfully. 

FCS Example: 
A student hears urgency in a peer’s voice during a lab and knows they need help quickly to 
prevent burning or a safety issue. 

 

INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS 
 

 

 

15. Engaging in Collaborative Discussion 
Engaging in collaborative discussion means participating actively and respectfully in group 
conversations. Students contribute ideas, respond to peers, and stay focused on the task. 

This matters in FCS because nearly all labs and projects rely on teamwork—cooking, sewing, 
budgeting, childcare simulations, and design tasks. Strong discussion skills improve performance 
and reduce conflict. 

FCS Example: 
Students discuss how to divide responsibilities during a meal-prep lab so they can work 
efficiently. 

 



16. Negotiating Roles and Responsibilities 
Negotiating roles means communicating to divide tasks fairly based on skills, time, or 
preference. Students learn compromise, planning, and accountability. 

This matters because FCS group work requires organization—cooking stations, household 
management simulations, sewing rotations, and childcare scenarios all benefit from clear roles. 

FCS Example: 
In a lab group, students decide who measures ingredients, who cooks, who times, and who 
handles cleanup. 

 

17. Building on Others’ Ideas 
Building on others’ ideas means listening to a peer’s suggestion and adding depth, clarification, 
or improvement. Students learn to collaborate in a way that moves thinking forward. 

This matters because FCS students often solve problems together—adjusting recipes, 
troubleshooting sewing mistakes, improving room layouts, or refining budgets. 

FCS Example: 
A student says, “If we’re trying to make this meal healthier, we could also swap in lower-sodium 
broth along with using whole grains.” 

 

18. Clarifying Misunderstandings 
Clarifying misunderstandings means identifying confusion early and addressing it openly and 
respectfully. Students check understanding and ensure everyone is aligned. 

This matters because miscommunication during FCS tasks can lead to spills, burns, financial 
errors, or incorrect child-care procedures. Clarification keeps groups safe and effective. 

FCS Example: 
A student asks, “Wait—are we doubling the recipe or halving it?” before the group begins 
measuring. 

 

19. Resolving Conflict Using Appropriate Language 



Conflict resolution means managing disagreements calmly and respectfully. Students learn to 
express concerns without blame and work toward solutions. 

This matters in FCS because labs and projects can be stressful, especially under time constraints. 
Students must handle conflict productively to maintain safety and positive collaboration. 

FCS Example: 
Two students disagree about oven temperature, discuss their reasoning calmly, and check the 
recipe together to resolve it. 

 

20. Asking and Answering Questions to Deepen 
Understanding 
This skill means using purposeful questions to explore ideas and providing thoughtful answers 
when asked. Students learn to engage in deeper, more meaningful academic talk. 

This matters because FCS depends on curiosity and understanding—nutrition choices, sewing 
adjustments, mentoring young children, and consumer decision-making all benefit from probing 
questions. 

FCS Example: 
A student asks a peer, “Why did you choose that fabric for durability?” and receives a clear 
explanation in response. 

 

NONVERBAL & MULTIMODAL 
COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

 

21. Using Gestures or Visuals to Support Communication 
Using gestures or visuals means reinforcing verbal instructions with physical cues, diagrams, or 
demonstrations. Students learn that communication is not limited to words. 

This matters in FCS because visual communication is essential—showing cooking techniques, 
demonstrating safety procedures, modeling sewing movements, or presenting design layouts. 



FCS Example: 
A student demonstrates the folding technique during a baking lab to help a partner understand 
the motion. 

 

 

22. Interpreting Body Language 
Interpreting body language means recognizing cues like posture, facial expressions, and 
movement to understand what others are feeling or needing. Students learn to respond 
empathetically. 

This matters because FCS work involves teamwork, caregiving, and collaboration where 
emotional awareness matters. Understanding body language promotes safety, cooperation, and 
healthy group dynamics. 

FCS Example: 
A student notices a peer looks overwhelmed during cleanup and offers to help with their station. 

 

23. Demonstrating Processes or Techniques 
Demonstrating means showing rather than telling. Students learn to communicate steps 
physically so others can see the technique clearly. 

This matters because demonstration is a core teaching tool in FCS—whether showing a knife 
skill, a sewing technique, or a childcare routine. Demonstration enhances clarity and prevents 
mistakes. 

FCS Example: 
A student demonstrates how to thread a needle for a partner who is struggling. 

 

24. Creating Visual Representations of Ideas 
Creating visual representations means using sketches, diagrams, charts, or symbols to convey 
ideas. Students learn to translate concepts into visual form that others can quickly interpret. 

This matters because visual thinking is essential in FCS—interior design sketches, nutrition 
charts, sewing patterns, family diagrams, and budgeting visuals all rely on this skill. 



FCS Example: 
Students draw a layout of a safe and developmentally appropriate toddler play space. 

 

 

25. Communicating Through Digital or Multimedia Formats 
This skill means using videos, photos, digital diagrams, or voice recordings to share ideas 
clearly. Students learn to choose formats that match purpose and audience. 

This matters because modern communication—especially in culinary arts, design, and consumer 
awareness—regularly uses multimedia tools. Students benefit from learning how to 
communicate effectively in these formats. 

FCS Example: 
Students create a short video demonstrating how to set a table correctly for a formal meal. 

 

FEEDBACK & DISCOURSE SKILLS 
 

26. Constructive Peer Feedback 
Constructive peer feedback means offering guidance that is helpful, specific, and respectful. 
Students learn to point out strengths, identify improvement areas, and phrase suggestions in a 
supportive way. 

This matters because FCS labs and projects depend on cooperative improvement—cooking, 
sewing, parenting simulations, and design critiques all benefit from productive feedback. 

FCS Example: 
A student comments, “Your frosting is smooth—next time try chilling it first to get even cleaner 
lines.” 

 

27. Using Evidence in Discussion 
Using evidence in discussion means supporting statements with facts, data, or observations rather 
than unclear impressions. Students learn to justify their contributions logically. 



This matters because FCS decisions—meal planning, spending choices, child-care practices, and 
consumer evaluations—must be based on reliable evidence. Students who use evidence speak 
more confidently and credibly. 

FCS Example: 
A student says, “We should choose this recipe because it meets the sodium guidelines and fits 
our budget.” 

 

28. Participating in Structured Discourse 
Participating in structured discourse means engaging in organized discussion formats where 
students take turns, respond thoughtfully, and follow norms. They learn how to communicate in 
academic and professional settings. 

This matters in FCS because structured dialogue supports teamwork, planning, troubleshooting, 
and project reviews. It ensures all voices are heard and helps groups work efficiently. 

FCS Example: 
Students participate in a group debrief after a cooking lab, each sharing what worked and what 
didn’t. 

 

29. Maintaining Respectful Academic Conversation Norms 
This skill means speaking politely, listening attentively, avoiding interruptions, and staying on 
topic. Students practice communication that fosters positive, safe learning environments. 

This matters because FCS often involves emotional or personal topics—family relationships, 
finances, caregiving—and respectful dialogue protects student comfort and learning. 

FCS Example: 
During a discussion about family dynamics, students listen respectfully and respond thoughtfully 
without dismissing others’ experiences. 

 

30. Responding Appropriately to Critique 
Responding appropriately to critique means accepting feedback with maturity, reflecting on it, 
and applying it without becoming defensive. Students learn to see critique as a tool for 
improvement. 



This matters in FCS because competency grows through revision—recipe refinement, sewing 
accuracy, childcare technique adjustments, and budgeting improvements all require constructive 
response to critique. 

FCS Example: 
After feedback on uneven stitching, a student thanks their peer and focuses on steadying the 
fabric next time. 

 

31. Asking Probing or Follow-Up Questions 
Probing questions deepen understanding by exploring reasoning, clarifying details, or uncovering 
new insight. Students learn to push conversations beyond surface-level responses. 

This matters because FCS encourages inquiry—nutrition choices, developmental behaviors, 
design decisions, and budgeting outcomes all become richer when students ask deeper questions. 

FCS Example: 
A student asks, “What made you choose that color scheme for the living room redesign?” to 
explore the reasoning behind the decision. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

READING LITERACY SKILLS (CCA) 
1. Identifying Main Ideas 
Identifying the main idea means determining the central purpose or message behind a text, 
demonstration, diagram, or set of directions. Students learn to distinguish the essential point from 
supporting details so they can understand what the creator intends them to know or do. This skill 
helps learners make sense of complex materials by focusing first on the core meaning. 

This matters across every discipline because students constantly process directions, examples, 
project briefs, and informational visuals. When they can quickly identify the main idea, they stay 
focused, follow procedures accurately, and avoid misinterpreting tasks. Understanding the main 
idea improves efficiency, accuracy, and confidence across all academic and career contexts. 

CCA Example: 
Students review a workplace scenario and identify that the main idea is “The employee failed to 
communicate professionally,” before analyzing secondary details like tone, phrasing, or timing. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students examine a short program and determine the main idea is “move the sprite left and right 
with arrow keys,” before looking at variable declarations or loop structures. 

 

2. Identifying Supporting Details 
Identifying supporting details means recognizing which information reinforces or clarifies the 
main idea. Students learn to separate essential explanation from extra examples, illustrations, or 
background elements. This helps them understand how the smaller parts work together to support 
the larger purpose. 

This matters because students frequently encounter layered information — career readiness 
modules, digital media instructions, sample code, and design guidelines. Understanding 
supporting details helps students justify their interpretations, follow complex instructions, and 
communicate more clearly about what they’ve learned. 

CCA Example: 
Students identify specific workplace behaviors—interrupting a customer, failing to maintain eye 
contact, ignoring safety instructions—that support the main idea of poor professionalism in a 
scenario. 



Creative Coding Example: 
Students review code comments, variable assignments, and conditionals that support the main 
idea of creating a simple scoring system in a game. 

 

3. Summarizing Information 
Summarizing means condensing information into its core meaning using clear, concise language. 
Instead of copying, students restate the essential ideas in their own words. A strong summary 
demonstrates deep comprehension and the ability to filter out unnecessary detail. 

This matters across CCA and Creative Coding because students must regularly interpret tutorials, 
workplace expectations, industry descriptions, program instructions, or multi-step coding 
examples. Summarizing helps students retain essential meaning, prepare for tasks, and 
communicate accurately in collaborative settings. 

CCA Example: 
Students summarize a career cluster overview as: “This field focuses on using digital tools to 
create, edit, and manage multimedia content.” 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students summarize a code tutorial by writing: “This program uses a loop to animate the 
character frame-by-frame.” 

 

4. Sequencing Events 
Sequencing events means identifying the correct order in which steps, actions, or processes 
occur. Students learn to track how one part leads to the next and why following the correct 
sequence matters. This supports comprehension and successful execution of step-based tasks. 

This matters because both CCA and Creative Coding are filled with multi-step processes—
coding workflows, design cycles, business planning models, and digital creation tasks. 
Understanding sequence helps students avoid errors, troubleshoot effectively, and build logical 
thinking skills. 

CCA Example: 
Students place the steps of the design-thinking cycle in order: empathize → define → ideate → 
prototype → test. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students correctly sequence the stages of creating a program: plan → pseudocode → write code 
→ test → debug → refine. 



 

 

5. Determining Cause and Effect 
Determining cause and effect means understanding how one action leads to a specific outcome. 
Students learn to analyze what triggered a result, whether intentional or accidental, and explain 
the relationship clearly. This strengthens their ability to interpret systems and evaluate outcomes. 

This matters because CCA and coding both rely heavily on cause-and-effect relationships: 
business decisions impact outcomes, workplace behaviors influence customer reactions, and 
code changes affect program behavior. Recognizing these connections helps students develop 
analytical reasoning and problem-solving skills. 

CCA Example: 
Students identify that a customer left a negative review (effect) because the employee failed to 
follow safety and courtesy protocols (cause). 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students examine a bug and determine that a misplaced indentation (cause) resulted in a loop 
running infinitely (effect). 

6. Using Context Clues 
Using context clues means interpreting unfamiliar vocabulary, symbols, or commands by 
examining the surrounding information. Students learn to infer meaning from diagrams, labels, 
examples, syntax patterns, or adjacent descriptions. This helps them become more independent 
when encountering new terminology or technical language. 

This skill matters because both CCA and Creative Coding include terms students won’t 
immediately recognize—career terminology, workplace phrases, and coding-specific words. 
Students who use context clues can navigate instructions, troubleshoot errors, and understand 
expectations without relying solely on a teacher explanation. 

CCA Example: 
When reading a career scenario that uses the phrase “entry-level,” students use context (job 
description, duties, pay range) to understand it means a starting position requiring limited 
experience. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students infer the meaning of “iterate” by noticing that the word appears in a sentence next to a 
loop that repeats its action multiple times. 

 



 

7. Decoding Academic or Domain-Specific Vocabulary 
Decoding domain-specific vocabulary means breaking down technical terms into understandable 
components and connecting them to their function or purpose. Students learn to interpret 
specialized words related to digital media, career skills, algorithms, user interfaces, or 
programming structures. 

This skill matters because proficiency in technical vocabulary dramatically improves 
comprehension and accuracy. In CCA, understanding career and workplace terminology is 
essential; in Creative Coding, technical vocabulary is foundational to writing and understanding 
functional programs. 

CCA Example: 
Students decode the term “soft skills” and connect it to behaviors like communication, 
teamwork, and professionalism. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students decode “conditional statement” and recognize it as a piece of code that makes decisions 
based on whether something is true or false. 

 

8. Understanding Figurative Language 
Understanding figurative language means recognizing expressions that are not meant to be taken 
literally. This is especially important when instructions, design guides, or professional scenarios 
use metaphorical language to convey tone, behavior expectations, or creative goals. 

This skill matters because both fields use figurative language in daily practice. Career documents 
often rely on metaphors (“think outside the box,” “build your portfolio”), while coding and 
design communities use symbolic phrasing to describe patterns or behaviors (“the function 
‘listens’ for input”). Understanding these expressions helps students interpret expectations more 
effectively. 

CCA Example: 
Students read the phrase “dress for success” in a workplace professionalism module and 
understand it means preparing to present oneself appropriately—not literally dressing to achieve 
success. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students interpret the teacher’s phrase “your program is angry because the syntax is wrong,” 
understanding it as figurative language describing an error state. 



 

9. Identifying Tone and Mood 
Identifying tone and mood means recognizing the speaker or author’s attitude and the emotional 
quality of the message. Students learn to interpret whether something is instructional, urgent, 
persuasive, professional, or playful. This allows them to respond appropriately and understand 
the purpose behind communication. 

This skill matters because tone plays a major role in workplace situations (CCA) and 
collaborative coding environments. Recognizing tone helps students interpret instructions, 
understand client or user feedback, and respond professionally in academic or real-world 
interactions. 

CCA Example: 
Students recognize that a workplace email written in a formal tone expects a professional 
response, even if the content is brief. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students identify that documentation for a new API uses a neutral, instructional tone meant to 
convey clarity rather than persuasion. 

 

10. Recognizing Connotation vs. Denotation 
Recognizing connotation vs. denotation means distinguishing between a word’s literal meaning 
(denotation) and the feelings or associations it carries (connotation). Students learn how specific 
wording can subtly influence perception, especially in business, design, or digital creation 
contexts. 

This skill matters because language choice heavily affects communication in both fields. In 
CCA, wording can impact customer service, workplace communication, and presentation skills. 
In Creative Coding, naming conventions, interface language, and user feedback all rely on 
understanding how words influence user interpretation. 

CCA Example: 
Students compare the words “frugal” and “cheap” and notice that while their denotation is 
similar, “frugal” carries a positive connotation and “cheap” a negative one—important 
distinctions for communication in business settings. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students analyze how labeling a button “Submit” vs. “Send” vs. “Confirm” changes the 
perceived meaning or emotion of a digital interface. 



 

11. Analyzing Word Choice and Its Effect 
Analyzing word choice means evaluating why specific words were selected and how they 
influence clarity, tone, or effectiveness. Students learn that small wording changes can impact 
user experience, project interpretation, or workplace communication. 

This skill matters because professional communication and digital creation rely on purposeful 
language. In CCA, word choice affects resumes, customer interactions, and presentation skills. In 
Creative Coding, naming variables, writing comments, and designing UI prompts require 
intentional wording to ensure clarity and usability. 

CCA Example: 
Students revise a career presentation script by replacing vague phrases like “be good at stuff” 
with specific language such as “demonstrate strong teamwork and communication skills.” 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students analyze how variable names like “speedMultiplier” vs. “x” dramatically affect 
readability and debugging efficiency. 

 

TEXT STRUCTURE & FEATURES 
 

12. Recognizing Text Structures 
Recognizing text structures means identifying how information is organized—such as sequence, 
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution, or description. Students learn to use structure as a 
roadmap that shows how the parts fit together. This helps them navigate complex materials more 
efficiently and understand why information is presented in a certain order. 

This matters across CCA and Creative Coding because students constantly interact with 
structured content: digital citizenship lessons, workplace scenarios, career research materials, 
coding documentation, tutorials, and technical guides. Understanding structure helps them follow 
instructions accurately, compare information effectively, and interpret design or code examples 
with clarity. 

CCA Example: 
Students recognize that a workplace conflict scenario is structured as a problem/solution format: 
an employee issue is presented, followed by realistic possible solutions. 



Creative Coding Example: 
Students notice that a programming tutorial is structured in a sequence-from-basic-to-advanced 
steps, helping them understand why concepts build on one another. 

13. Interpreting Graphs, Charts, and Visual Features 
Interpreting visual features means understanding information presented through diagrams, charts, 
icons, measurements, timelines, or dashboards. Students learn to extract meaning quickly by 
analyzing how visuals encode data and relationships. 

This skill matters because both fields are highly visual. In CCA, students read career pathway 
charts, business graphs, workplace flow diagrams, and budgeting visuals. In Creative Coding, 
students interpret flowcharts, block diagrams, sprite maps, timelines, and debugging status 
indicators. Visual fluency helps them process complex information faster and more accurately. 

CCA Example: 
Students interpret a budgeting chart to determine which expense category takes up the largest 
portion of a simulated monthly income. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students read a flowchart showing the logic of a “collision detection” system to understand how 
data flows from input to response. 

 

14. Analyzing Headings, Subheadings, Captions, and Labels 
Analyzing text features means using headings, labels, and captions to navigate information 
efficiently. Students learn that these features provide quick clues about organization and 
meaning, helping them locate the specific information they need without rereading everything. 

This matters because real-world tasks rely on the ability to scan instructions, technical 
documents, charts, or UI elements quickly. Whether working through CCA career modules or 
coding instructions, students who understand text features save time, reduce confusion, and 
maintain accuracy. 

CCA Example: 
Students examine a career cluster guide and use headings like “Job Responsibilities,” “Education 
Required,” and “Work Environment” to locate relevant research details. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students read API documentation and use subheadings like “Parameters,” “Return Values,” and 
“Examples” to quickly understand how to use a function. 

 



 

15. Understanding Purpose and Audience 
Understanding purpose and audience means identifying why a piece of communication was 
created and who it was designed for. Students learn to distinguish between instructional, 
persuasive, informational, and creative texts, as well as the expectations of varied audiences. 

This matters across both content areas because purpose and audience shape how messages are 
interpreted and how students should respond. In CCA, workplace communication must match 
professional standards. In Creative Coding, interface text and documentation must be tailored to 
users, clients, or collaborators. 

CCA Example: 
Students review a sample workplace email and determine that its purpose is to inform coworkers 
of a schedule change, requiring a clear and professional tone. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students analyze a game design document and identify that its audience is developers who need 
functional descriptions—not players seeking story or art details. 

 

16. Identifying Organizational Patterns 
Identifying organizational patterns means noticing how information is arranged—
chronologically, by categories, spatially, or by priority. Students learn to recognize patterns 
quickly so they can predict how to locate and interpret information accurately. 

This matters because both CCA and Creative Coding involve structured workflows: design 
cycles, project plans, coding patterns, data organization, and iterative development. 
Understanding organizational patterns helps students follow processes more fluently and build 
stronger mental models of how systems operate. 

CCA Example: 
Students notice that a “How to Prepare for an Interview” guide is structured chronologically—
from pre-interview preparation, to the interview itself, to post-interview follow-ups. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students analyze a program organized in a logical pattern: variable declarations at the top, setup 
functions next, then the main loop or event handlers. 

 



 

CRITICAL READING SKILLS 
 

17. Evaluating the Credibility of a Source 
Evaluating credibility means determining whether information is trustworthy, accurate, and 
supported by solid reasoning or evidence. Students learn to examine who created the 
information, whether they are qualified, and whether the content is fact-based or opinion-driven. 
This helps them avoid blindly accepting unreliable or misleading claims. 

This matters because both CCA and Creative Coding expose students to large amounts of digital 
information—career advice, online tutorials, tech forums, product reviews, and coding 
“shortcuts.” Students who can evaluate credibility make safer, more informed decisions and 
avoid common pitfalls caused by inaccurate or overly simplistic information. 

CCA Example: 
Students assess whether a career advice website with no cited sources is as credible as a 
government-backed occupational database that provides verified information. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students compare a user-generated forum post suggesting a “quick fix” to a bug with official 
documentation, determining which is more trustworthy for their project. 

 

18. Identifying Bias 
Identifying bias requires recognizing when information is presented in a way that is one-sided, 
incomplete, or intentionally persuasive. Students learn that bias often influences tone, detail 
selection, and messaging—even when the information appears neutral at first glance. 
Understanding bias helps them engage with content more thoughtfully. 

This matters because CCA frequently involves analyzing marketing, workplace communication, 
and career recruitment materials—all of which may use bias to influence perception. In Creative 
Coding, some tutorials, tool reviews, or developer blogs may promote certain platforms or 
products. Identifying bias helps students think critically rather than passively absorbing 
information. 

CCA Example: 
Students analyze a career video created by a company and identify the bias toward presenting the 
job as exciting while minimizing stressful or repetitive aspects. 



Creative Coding Example: 
Students recognize bias in a software comparison article that favors one coding platform because 
it’s written by a representative of that platform. 

19. Analyzing Argument and Evidence 

Analyzing argument and evidence means evaluating whether claims are supported with logical 
reasoning, data, or accurate examples. Students learn to examine how strong a claim is based on 
the quality of its supporting evidence. This helps them distinguish between persuasive writing 
and genuinely reliable information. 

This matters because both CCA and Creative Coding involve decision-making. Students 
encounter arguments about workplace behavior, digital safety practices, recommended career 
paths, and technical solutions in programming. Being able to analyze the strength of evidence 
helps them avoid flawed logic and make thoughtful academic or real-world choices. 

CCA Example: 
Students evaluate a persuasive article claiming that “everyone should start a small business in 
high school” and analyze whether the evidence provided actually supports that claim. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students examine a tutorial claiming that “loops always make programs faster” and analyze 
examples to determine when that is true and when it may not be. 

 

20. Synthesizing Information from Multiple Texts 
Synthesizing information means combining ideas from more than one source—whether from 
charts, directions, documentation, tutorials, or workplace examples—to create a more complete 
understanding. Rather than treating each source separately, students learn to integrate 
information to solve problems or make decisions. 

This matters because real tasks in CCA and Creative Coding rarely rely on a single source of 
information. Students often must combine workplace expectations with personal skills 
assessments, or merge coding documentation with project guides, UI designs, or peer input. 
Synthesizing helps them apply knowledge more effectively and independently. 

CCA Example: 
Students combine data from a career cluster guide, a salary chart, and an interest survey to 
determine which career pathway best aligns with their strengths and future goals. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students use a sample code snippet, a flowchart, and API documentation together to implement a 
new feature in their program. 



 

 

21. Comparing Viewpoints Across Texts 
Comparing viewpoints means evaluating differences in perspective, method, or interpretation 
across two or more texts. Students learn to assess why these viewpoints differ and how each may 
offer unique advantages or limitations. This encourages flexible thinking and deeper analysis. 

This matters across CCA and Creative Coding because students often encounter conflicting 
strategies—different workplace approaches, varying opinions about career readiness, or 
opposing coding methods. Comparing viewpoints helps them navigate ambiguity and make well-
reasoned decisions instead of simply choosing the first approach they encounter. 

CCA Example: 
Students compare two job preparation articles—one emphasizing skill-building through school 
activities, the other emphasizing internships—and evaluate the strengths of each perspective. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students compare two game design tutorials—one using event-driven programming and one 
using a main loop structure—and consider which approach better suits their project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WRITING LITERACY SKILLS (CCA) 

EXPOSITORY & INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 

1. Explaining Processes 
Explaining processes means students can clearly describe how something works or how a 
sequence of steps should be completed. This requires accuracy, organization, and an 
understanding of each step’s purpose. Strong process writing demonstrates mastery because 
students are able to articulate tasks in a way someone else can successfully follow. 

This matters in both CCA and Creative Coding because nearly every task—career exploration, 
digital project workflows, budgeting simulations, or programming sequences—depends on 
following steps correctly. Students who can explain processes clearly show deeper 
comprehension and can support peers during collaborative work. 

CCA Example: 
Students explain the steps involved in preparing for a mock job interview, including researching 
the company, preparing common responses, and practicing professional introduction skills. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students write out the process for creating a basic animation, including setting up the sprite, 
defining movement variables, and using a loop to update frame changes. 

 

2. Defining Terms or Concepts 
Defining terms means students express the meaning of important vocabulary in their own words. 
Strong definitions communicate not just what a word means but why it matters in context. 
Students learn to distinguish essential characteristics from examples or misconceptions. 

This skill matters because technical courses rely heavily on specific language. In CCA, students 
must understand career terminology, financial language, and digital citizenship concepts. In 
Creative Coding, defining terms like loops, arguments, or functions is essential for developing 
usable programs. 



CCA Example: 
Students define “transferable skills” and explain how they can be applied across different 
careers. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students define “variable” as a container that stores information the program can use or change 
during execution. 

 

3. Summarizing Information 
Summarizing means condensing information into its most essential meaning. Students identify 
the central idea of a text, tutorial, or demonstration and restate it concisely in their own words. A 
strong summary shows comprehension without unnecessary detail. 

This matters in both content areas because students often read instructional materials, career 
descriptions, coding guides, and technical explanations. Summarizing ensures that they 
understand the core concept before applying it independently. 

CCA Example: 
Students summarize a workplace professionalism lesson as: “Professionalism means 
communicating clearly, being reliable, and treating others respectfully.” 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students summarize a coding article as: “Events let the program respond when the user clicks, 
presses a key, or triggers an action.” 

 

4. Describing Relationships 
Describing relationships requires students to explain how two or more concepts connect—
whether through cause/effect, comparison, contrast, or functional relationships. Students 
articulate how ideas influence one another rather than viewing them in isolation. 

This matters because both CCA and coding demand relational thinking. Students must 
understand how career choices affect education pathways, how consumer decisions impact 
budgets, or how one part of a program interacts with others. Strong relationship writing supports 
analytical thinking and better problem-solving. 

CCA Example: 
Students explain the relationship between budgeting decisions and long-term financial stability. 



Creative Coding Example: 
Students describe how changing a variable inside a loop affects the speed of a character’s 
movement. 

 

5. Sequencing Steps or Instructions 
Sequencing steps means presenting directions in a clear, logical order that someone else could 
follow accurately. Students learn to think systematically and communicate with precision. 

This skill matters because many tasks in both fields depend on accurate sequencing—design 
processes, budgeting procedures, job-application workflows, programming logic, and debugging 
strategies. Incorrect sequencing leads to errors or misunderstandings. 

CCA Example: 
Students write the steps for creating a monthly budget: list income → list expenses → categorize 
→ calculate totals → balance. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students write the step-by-step process for debugging a program, starting with identifying the 
issue, isolating code, testing fixes, and re-running the program. 

 

6. Clarifying Ideas with Precise Language 
Clarifying ideas means using clear, accurate, and specific language rather than vague or 
ambiguous descriptions. Students learn to choose vocabulary that communicates exactly what 
they mean. 

This skill matters because unclear writing leads to confusion in both workplace communication 
and programming. Precise writing prevents mistakes, accelerates collaboration, and increases 
professionalism. In coding, vague instructions can break programs; in CCA, they can cause 
miscommunication with customers or peers. 

CCA Example: 
Students revise “be good in interviews” to “maintain eye contact, speak clearly, and answer 
questions with specific examples.” 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students revise “fix the code” to “correct the conditional statement so it checks whether score > 
10.” 

 



 

 

ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING 
 

7. Making a Claim 
Making a claim means students take a clear position on a topic, decision, or strategy. A strong 
claim is focused, debatable, and sets the foundation for evidence and reasoning. Students learn to 
express their viewpoint with confidence and clarity. 

This matters because both CCA and Creative Coding involve decision-making. Students must 
choose tools, approaches, workplace behaviors, design strategies, or coding structures. Making a 
claim is the first step toward justifying choices thoughtfully. 

CCA Example: 
Students write a claim about which career cluster best aligns with their strengths and long-term 
goals. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students make a claim about which coding platform (e.g., Scratch, Python, JavaScript) is best 
suited for creating a simple game. 

 

8. Supporting Claims with Evidence 
Supporting a claim means providing relevant data, examples, or reasoning that directly 
strengthens the argument. Students learn that claims without evidence are opinions, but claims 
with evidence are persuasive. 

This matters because informed decision-making is essential in both fields. Whether analyzing 
career information, evaluating workplace behavior, or choosing a programming strategy, 
students must justify decisions using credible information. 

CCA Example: 
Students support their claim using salary data, job outlook charts, or personal skill assessments. 



Creative Coding Example: 
Students support their claim by comparing platform features, such as block coding for beginners 
versus typed syntax for advanced control. 

 

 

9. Using Reasoning to Justify Decisions 
Using reasoning means explaining why the evidence supports the claim. Students learn to make 
their thinking visible by clearly connecting facts to conclusions. 

This skill matters because reasoning deepens comprehension and strengthens communication. In 
both CCA and Creative Coding, students must articulate why a choice is logical based on 
industry standards, user needs, or code behavior. 

CCA Example: 
Students explain how their personality assessments and interests logically support their chosen 
career cluster. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students explain why using a loop is the most efficient method for repeating actions in their 
program. 

 

10. Addressing Counterarguments 
Addressing counterarguments means acknowledging other perspectives and explaining why the 
original claim still holds value. Students learn to think critically about multiple approaches. 

This matters because both fields include many valid solutions—different career paths, workplace 
decisions, software tools, or programming techniques. Considering alternatives makes student 
writing more thorough and balanced. 

CCA Example: 
Students acknowledge that a different career cluster has strong job prospects but argue that their 
chosen field aligns better with their strengths. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students note that a classmate’s suggested algorithm works but explain why their approach is 
more efficient. 

 



11. Organizing an Argument Logically 
Organizing an argument means structuring writing so ideas build coherently from claim → 
evidence → reasoning → (optional) counterargument. It ensures clarity and strengthens 
persuasiveness. 

This matters because clear structure is essential in any technical or professional communication. 
In coding, logical organization mirrors the structure of functional programs; in CCA, it mirrors 
effective communication practices required in workplaces. 

CCA Example: 
Students organize an argument about digital citizenship by presenting a claim, supporting data, 
reasoning, and a concluding statement. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students organize a comparison of design tools by presenting structured categories such as 
usability, features, and learning curve. 

NARRATIVE & CREATIVE WRITING 
 

12. Writing Personal Narratives 
Writing personal narratives means students share real experiences in a structured, meaningful 
way. They learn to describe events clearly, include relevant details, and reflect on what they 
learned. A strong narrative shows growth, self-awareness, and the ability to communicate 
personal experiences effectively. 

This matters because both CCA and Creative Coding help students explore identity, career 
interests, and creative expression. Personal narratives give students a way to articulate how their 
experiences shape their goals, interests, and approaches to problem-solving—key components of 
career readiness and design thinking. 

CCA Example: 
Students write a narrative describing a time they solved a problem, linking the experience to a 
career skill like communication or teamwork. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students write about their experience debugging a challenging program and how they felt when 
they finally solved it. 

 



13. Writing Creative Accounts or Stories 
Creative writing allows students to use imagination to explore ideas, create scenarios, or 
illustrate understanding. They learn to build settings, characters, and events while still 
communicating clear meaning or themes. Creative storytelling strengthens communication, 
originality, and design thinking. 

This matters because creativity is central to both fields. In CCA, students imagine workplace 
situations or design business ideas; in Creative Coding, storytelling drives game design, 
character creation, and user experience. 

CCA Example: 
Students create a fictional story about a student entrepreneur launching a product and navigating 
challenges. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students write a creative backstory for the characters in a game they are designing. 

 

14. Developing Characters, Settings, or Scenarios 
Developing characters and scenarios means students deliberately shape details that make a 
narrative believable or meaningful. They learn how the environment, personalities, and 
circumstances influence events and decisions. 

This matters because storytelling is a powerful tool in both career exploration and digital 
creation. Students often need to imagine user experiences, workplace challenges, or game 
scenarios. Understanding how to create rich settings or characters helps them communicate more 
effectively in narrative-driven projects. 

CCA Example: 
Students create a scenario involving a workplace conflict and describe the setting, roles, and 
perspectives involved. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students design a game level by describing the environment, obstacles, and motivations of non-
player characters. 

ANALYTICAL & REFLECTIVE WRITING 
 

15. Reflecting on Personal Growth or Learning 



Reflective writing means students examine their progress, strengths, challenges, and learning 
experiences. They learn to analyze how their actions influenced outcomes and identify strategies 
for improvement. This builds metacognition and encourages ownership of learning. 

This matters because both CCA and Creative Coding require self-awareness for long-term 
success. Students benefit from identifying how their collaboration, creativity, or problem-solving 
has grown. Reflective writing prepares them for real-world tasks such as performance reviews, 
project retrospectives, and growth mindsets. 

CCA Example: 
Students reflect on their performance in a collaborative workplace simulation, discussing what 
went well and what they would improve. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students write about how their ability to troubleshoot errors improved over the course of a 
project. 

 

16. Comparing and Contrasting Ideas or Methods 
Comparing and contrasting requires students to analyze similarities and differences between 
approaches, processes, tools, or concepts. They learn to evaluate options based on strengths and 
limitations. 

This matters because decision-making is central to both fields. Students must choose tools, 
evaluate design methods, compare workplace behaviors, or select programming strategies. 
Writing comparisons sharpens analytical thinking and helps students justify choices. 

CCA Example: 
Students compare two different budgeting strategies to evaluate which one works best for a 
specific scenario. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students compare two algorithms and explain which is more efficient or easier to implement. 

 

17. Evaluating Effectiveness of Processes or Outcomes 
Evaluating effectiveness means students assess whether a process, decision, or product achieved 
its intended purpose. They learn to use criteria—accuracy, efficiency, clarity, or impact—to 
judge quality. 



This matters because iterative improvement is essential in both domains. In CCA, students 
evaluate professionalism, project quality, or consumer decisions. In Creative Coding, evaluation 
is necessary for debugging, improving UI/UX, and refining program functionality. 

CCA Example: 
Students evaluate the effectiveness of their team’s marketing plan during a career simulation. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students test their game to evaluate whether the controls, scoring system, and movement are 
functioning as intended. 

 

18. Interpreting Patterns and Drawing Conclusions 
Interpreting patterns means identifying trends in data, behavior, or results and using those 
patterns to make logical conclusions. Students learn to observe relationships and infer meaning 
beyond obvious facts. 

This skill matters because both fields rely on data interpretation and prediction. Students analyze 
workplace behaviors, budgeting trends, program outputs, or code performance. Identifying 
patterns strengthens problem-solving and supports data-driven decision making. 

CCA Example: 
Students examine a spending log to identify patterns in overspending and draw conclusions 
about budgeting habits. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students analyze repeated error messages to identify a pattern that points to incorrect indentation. 

 

TECHNICAL & PROCEDURAL WRITING 

19. Writing Step-by-Step Instructions 
Writing step-by-step instructions means students create clear, logical directions someone else can 
follow accurately. They learn to write precisely, anticipate user needs, and remove ambiguity. 

This skill matters because technical thinking is fundamental in both fields. Whether writing 
workplace protocols or coding scripts, clarity and order are essential. Well-written instructions 
reduce confusion, improve collaboration, and ensure consistent performance. 



CCA Example: 
Students write step-by-step instructions explaining how to complete a safe and efficient food-
handling procedure during a kitchen lab. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students write instructions for how to set up a development environment before coding a project. 

 

20. Documenting Processes or Workflows 
Documenting processes means recording how something was created, revised, or executed. 
Students learn to capture important decisions, steps taken, challenges encountered, and final 
outcomes. This fosters organization and accountability. 

This matters because documentation is a professional expectation in many fields. In CCA, 
documentation supports project-based learning and workplace readiness. In Creative Coding, 
documenting code, updates, and decision-making is essential for debugging, collaboration, and 
project handoff. 

CCA Example: 
Students create a workflow log documenting each step of their entrepreneurship project, from 
planning to presentation. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students write a development log describing updates, bug fixes, and improvements made during 
a coding assignment. 

 

21. Writing Technical Descriptions 
Technical descriptions require students to explain systems, components, or processes using 
accurate and precise language. They learn to break down complex ideas into clear, 
understandable descriptions that communicate function and purpose. 

This matters because technical fields rely on clarity. Whether describing how a device works or 
explaining a program’s logic, students must communicate in a way that is both detailed and 
accessible. Technical writing strengthens professionalism and supports deeper understanding. 

CCA Example: 
Students write a description explaining how a common piece of workplace technology (like a 
POS system or spreadsheet tool) functions. 



Creative Coding Example: 
Students describe how a conditional statement evaluates input and determines the program’s next 
action. 

 

22. Creating Diagrams, Tables, or Flowcharts with Written 
Explanation 
This skill means integrating visual tools with written text to communicate ideas clearly. Students 
learn to use diagrams or charts to show structure while writing explanations that clarify meaning, 
purpose, or relationships. 

This matters because both fields rely on visual representation of processes. Flowcharts, tables, 
and diagrams help students communicate logic, sequence, structure, and connections. When 
paired with writing, these visuals become powerful tools for understanding and collaboration. 

CCA Example: 
Students create a flowchart illustrating steps in a business plan and write an explanation 
describing each stage. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students draw a flowchart of their program’s decision-making process and write explanations for 
each branch of the logic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

COMMUNICATION LITERACY SKILLS (CCA) 

SPEAKING SKILLS 
 

1. Explaining Ideas Clearly 
Explaining ideas clearly means students communicate information in a way others can 
understand the purpose, logic, or steps involved. They learn to organize thoughts, choose 
accurate vocabulary, and express ideas without unnecessary confusion. Clear explanations 
indicate deep understanding and strengthen collaboration. 

This matters because both CCA and Creative Coding require students to articulate their thinking 
during projects, simulations, presentations, or coding reviews. Clear speaking helps prevent 
miscommunication, improves teamwork, and ensures peers can follow instructions or processes 
accurately. 

CCA Example: 
A student clearly explains the concept of “professional etiquette” during a workplace simulation. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student explains how a loop works to a partner who is trying to repeat an animation sequence. 

 

2. Using Academic Vocabulary Appropriately 
Using academic vocabulary means incorporating discipline-specific terms accurately and 
confidently during discussions or presentations. Students learn to replace vague phrasing with 
precise terminology that reflects deeper understanding. 



This matters because both fields rely on specialized vocabulary—career terminology, financial 
terms, coding syntax, and computer science concepts. Using academic vocabulary helps students 
communicate professionally and improves the clarity of technical conversations. 

CCA Example: 
A student correctly uses the terms “gross income,” “net income,” and “deductions” during a 
budgeting discussion. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student uses terms like “conditional,” “parameter,” and “boolean” when discussing program 
behavior. 

 

3. Asking Clarifying Questions 
Asking clarifying questions means students seek additional information when something is 
unclear. They learn to identify misunderstandings early and address them before moving 
forward, improving accuracy and reducing mistakes. 

This matters in both CCA and Creative Coding because unclear steps can cause errors in 
budgeting, workplace simulations, coding tasks, or design workflows. Clarifying questions 
promote precision and demonstrate responsibility. 

CCA Example: 
A student asks, “In the entrepreneurship project, do we create the marketing plan before or after 
we choose the target audience?” 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student asks, “Should the function return a value, or is it only supposed to modify the sprite’s 
position?” 

 

4. Providing Feedback 
Providing feedback means offering specific, constructive suggestions that help peers improve. 
Students learn to comment on strengths, identify areas for growth, and deliver feedback 
respectfully. 

This matters because collaborative work is central in both content areas—group career projects, 
design-thinking challenges, coding pair work, and debugging sessions. Effective feedback 
promotes improvement and builds communication skills. 



CCA Example: 
A student tells a partner, “Your resume layout is clean—try adding action verbs to make your 
bullet points stronger.” 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student says, “Your game works great—maybe add a delay so the scoring doesn’t increase too 
quickly.” 

 

 

5. Presenting Information Formally or Informally 
Presenting information means sharing ideas aloud in an organized, engaging manner. Students 
learn how to speak with purpose, adjust pacing, and support their ideas with visuals or examples. 

This matters because public speaking is a key career skill, and coding work often ends with 
presenting projects, prototypes, or user interfaces. Presentations build confidence and teach 
students how to communicate clearly in professional or technical settings. 

CCA Example: 
A student presents a career research project using a slide deck to explain required skills and 
training paths. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student presents their finished game, walking the class through core features and design 
decisions. 

 

6. Using Tone and Volume Effectively 
Using tone and volume effectively means adjusting one’s voice to fit the situation. Students learn 
that communication is not just about what they say but how they say it. 

This matters because professional communication and collaborative coding rely on respectful, 
clear verbal interactions. Students need to convey confidence in presentations, patience when 
helping peers, and appropriate seriousness during workplace simulations. 

CCA Example: 
A student uses a calm, professional tone when role-playing a customer service interaction. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student uses steady volume and tone when presenting debugging steps to the class. 



 

7. Sequencing Verbal Instructions 
Sequencing verbal instructions means explaining steps in the correct order so others can follow 
without confusion. Students learn to think logically and communicate clearly under time 
constraints. 

This matters because task success in both fields depends on correct sequencing—business 
procedures, design workflows, programming logic, and debugging steps. Sequenced 
communication helps groups stay coordinated and efficient. 

CCA Example: 
A student verbally explains how to assemble a basic marketing plan: define target audience → 
create message → choose media → estimate cost. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student explains, “First define your variables, then write your setup code, then build the main 
loop.” 

 

8. Supporting Statements with Reasoning 
Supporting statements with reasoning means explaining why an idea or suggestion makes sense. 
Students learn to connect claims to logic, evidence, or examples. 

This matters because professional conversations and coding discussions require justification. 
Students must defend workplace decisions, design choices, or coding strategies using logical 
reasoning. 

CCA Example: 
A student explains, “I think this career cluster fits me because it matches my interest in 
technology and offers hands-on work.” 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student says, “We should use a function here because it prevents repeating the same code in 
multiple places.” 

 

LISTENING SKILLS 
 



9. Active Listening 
Active listening means giving full attention to the speaker by maintaining eye contact, avoiding 
distractions, and responding appropriately. Students learn to engage respectfully and show they 
value others’ ideas. 

This matters because teamwork and collaboration are central to both fields. Whether in a 
workplace simulation or paired coding activity, active listening prevents mistakes, encourages 
clarity, and builds stronger group dynamics. 

CCA Example: 
Students listen closely during a workplace-scenario roleplay to respond accurately to partner 
cues. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students listen actively during a demo on how event handlers work before coding their own. 

 

10. Identifying Key Points 
Identifying key points means pulling out the most important information from spoken 
explanations, discussions, or demonstrations. Students learn to distinguish essential ideas from 
supporting details. 

This matters because both fields include complex instructions—coding sequences, 
entrepreneurship tasks, safety guidelines, or design steps. Recognizing key points helps students 
stay focused and complete work correctly. 

CCA Example: 
A student identifies the key points from a lesson on professionalism: punctuality, 
communication, and reliability. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student identifies the key point in a lesson: “Events trigger functions whenever an interaction 
happens.” 

 

11. Following Multi-Step Directions 
Following multi-step directions means completing tasks in the correct order based on instructions 
heard. Students strengthen working memory, attention, and accuracy. 



This matters because both CCA and coding tasks are procedural. Missing or misinterpreting a 
step can affect the entire project outcome. 

CCA Example: 
Students follow verbal instructions for setting up a spreadsheet for budget tracking. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students follow multi-step oral directions to set up a new coding project folder and import assets. 

 

12. Paraphrasing or Summarizing What Was Heard 
Paraphrasing means restating information in one’s own words, while summarizing means 
capturing only the essential points. Both require deep comprehension. 

This matters because students often receive instructions or explanations verbally during labs, 
demos, coding sessions, or collaborative planning. Paraphrasing ensures everyone understands 
before beginning the task. 

CCA Example: 
A student restates a teacher’s expectations for a workplace roleplay to ensure they understood the 
requirements. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student summarizes a mini-lesson by saying, “So the function runs only when the event is 
triggered.” 

 

13. Evaluating Credibility of Spoken Information 
Evaluating credibility means determining whether verbal claims are accurate, logical, and 
supported. Students learn not to accept every spoken suggestion or “tip” as correct. 

This matters because both fields include peer suggestions, tutorial walk-throughs, and verbal 
explanations that may be incomplete or inaccurate. Students benefit from checking reliability 
before applying information. 

CCA Example: 
A student questions a classmate’s claim that “all careers in this cluster pay the same” and checks 
official labor data. 



Creative Coding Example: 
A student evaluates whether a peer’s suggested “quick fix” for a bug is reliable by testing it or 
checking documentation. 

 

14. Listening for Tone, Intent, or Emphasis 
Listening for tone, intent, and emphasis means interpreting the emotional or purposeful cues 
behind spoken language. Students learn that meaning is shaped by how something is said, not 
just by the words themselves. 

This matters because communication in both fields often relies on subtle signals—professional 
tone in workplace scenarios and collaborative tone during coding projects. Understanding intent 
helps students respond appropriately and respectfully. 

CCA Example: 
Students identify the tone of a mock customer complaint to determine an appropriate 
professional response. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students notice when their partner sounds frustrated during debugging and adjust their support 
accordingly. 

INTERPERSONAL, NONVERBAL & 
MULTIMODAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

 

15. Engaging in Collaborative Discussion 
Collaborative discussion means participating actively in group conversations by contributing 
ideas, responding to peers, and staying focused on the shared goal. Students learn to balance 
speaking and listening while building collective understanding. 

This matters because both CCA and coding involve heavy collaboration—team entrepreneurship 
projects, workplace simulations, design-thinking sessions, and pair programming. Effective 
collaboration improves project quality and strengthens problem-solving. 

CCA Example: 
Students discuss roles and responsibilities when planning a mock business project. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students collaborate to decide how to divide tasks for building different components of a game. 



 

16. Negotiating Roles and Responsibilities 
Negotiating roles means communicating to determine who does what in a group task. Students 
learn to consider skill sets, time constraints, and fairness while collaborating respectfully. 

This matters because successful teamwork depends on balanced task distribution. In both fields, 
well-assigned roles help projects run smoothly and support each student’s strengths. 

CCA Example: 
Students negotiate roles for a mock marketing team: designer, writer, presenter, and data analyst. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students assign one person to develop sprite art, another to handle movement code, and another 
to manage scoring logic. 

 

17. Building on Others’ Ideas 
Building on ideas means responding to a peer’s thought with additions, improvements, or 
clarifications. Students learn to collaborate in a way that creates deeper, more meaningful 
outcomes. 

This matters because innovation is central to career development and coding. Strong teams refine 
ideas together, turning simple suggestions into stronger final products. 

CCA Example: 
A student says, “If we’re designing a product for teens, we could also consider adding a feature 
that solves a common problem they face.” 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student responds, “Your jump mechanic idea is great—what if we add a double jump for 
advanced levels?” 

 

18. Clarifying Misunderstandings 
Clarifying misunderstandings means identifying confusion early and communicating to correct 
it. Students learn to ensure everyone is aligned before moving forward. 

This matters because miscommunication can derail projects—whether in workplace scenarios or 
programming tasks. Clarification strengthens accuracy and prevents wasted time. 



CCA Example: 
A student checks, “Wait—are we designing the flyer for customers or for employees?” 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student asks, “Just to confirm—does the collision function run before movement or after?” 

 

 

19. Resolving Conflict Using Appropriate Language 
Resolving conflict means addressing disagreements calmly, respectfully, and productively. 
Students learn to express concerns without blaming and to work toward solutions. 

This matters because CCA simulations and coding projects often involve differing opinions. 
Developing conflict-resolution skills prepares students for workplace communication and team-
based technical work. 

CCA Example: 
Two students disagree about a business plan but resolve the conflict by reviewing project goals 
together. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Partners disagree about the best algorithm but use test results to make a data-based decision. 

 

20. Asking and Answering Questions to Deepen 
Understanding 
This skill means using thoughtful questions to explore ideas and providing meaningful answers 
when asked. Students learn to enhance conversations through curiosity and clarity. 

This matters because deeper questioning leads to stronger decisions—in both career exploration 
and programming tasks. It improves collaboration and leads to better outcomes. 

CCA Example: 
A student asks a peer, “Why did you choose that target audience for your product?” 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student asks, “What made you decide to use an array instead of multiple separate variables?” 

 



21. Using Gestures or Visuals to Support Communication 
Using visuals or gestures means reinforcing verbal explanations with diagrams, demonstrations, 
or physical cues. Students learn that not all communication relies on spoken words. 

This matters because many tasks in both fields involve visual interpretation—design layouts, 
workplace procedures, coding flowcharts, or UI elements. Visual communication enhances 
clarity. 

CCA Example: 
A student uses a diagram to show how information flows through a mock business process. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student sketches a flowchart to explain their game’s logic. 

 

22. Interpreting Body Language 
Interpreting body language means understanding how posture, facial expressions, and movement 
communicate feelings or needs. Students learn to respond empathetically and adjust 
communication accordingly. 

This matters because teamwork, customer service scenarios, and peer programming all require 
sensitivity to nonverbal cues. Recognizing body language strengthens relationships and improves 
group dynamics. 

CCA Example: 
A student notices a teammate looks confused during a group project and offers to re-explain the 
task. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student sees their partner getting frustrated with a bug and suggests switching roles for a 
moment. 

 

23. Demonstrating Processes or Techniques 
Demonstrating means communicating through action—showing instead of just telling. Students 
learn to present steps visually and physically so others can follow with confidence. 

This matters because demonstration is essential in career-based learning and coding. Whether 
showing soft skills or explaining code logic, demonstration deepens comprehension. 



CCA Example: 
A student demonstrates proper interview posture and greeting techniques. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student demonstrates how to use a debugging tool during a class workshop. 

 

 

24. Creating Visual Representations of Ideas 
Creating visual representations means using charts, diagrams, prototypes, or UI sketches to 
communicate ideas more clearly. Students learn to simplify complex processes into visual 
formats. 

This matters because visual thinking supports deeper understanding and clearer communication. 
Both career projects and coding rely on visual planning tools to strengthen outcomes. 

CCA Example: 
Students create a storyboard for a product advertisement. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students draw wireframes for each screen of their game or app. 

 

25. Communicating Through Digital or Multimedia Formats 
This skill means using digital tools—slides, videos, audio, interactive prototypes—to 
communicate ideas effectively. Students learn how to choose the right format for the message 
and audience. 

This matters because digital communication is now a core workplace and technical skill. 
Students in both fields benefit from presenting ideas in modern formats that reflect real-world 
expectations. 

CCA Example: 
Students create a short promotional video for a mock business concept. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students record a screen-capture walkthrough explaining how their game works. 

 



26. Constructive Peer Feedback 
Constructive peer feedback means giving guidance that is specific, helpful, and respectful. 
Students practice identifying strengths and offering actionable suggestions without discouraging 
the peer. 

This matters because feedback is essential in project-based work—refining business plans, 
improving coding projects, and enhancing design ideas. Constructive feedback fosters 
continuous improvement. 

CCA Example: 
A student gives feedback on a classmate’s resume, suggesting clearer skill descriptions. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student reviews a peer’s program and suggests simplifying a repetitive block of code with a 
loop. 

 

27. Using Evidence in Discussion 
Using evidence means supporting statements with facts, data, or specific examples. Students 
learn to base their ideas on accurate information rather than assumptions. 

This matters because professional and technical fields rely on data-driven communication. 
Students must justify decisions with factual support—budget data, user feedback, error logs, or 
program outputs. 

CCA Example: 
A student uses salary comparison charts during a discussion about career choices. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student references console output to justify why a certain bug is happening. 

 

28. Participating in Structured Discourse 
Participating in structured discourse means engaging in organized discussions with defined 
norms, roles, or turns. Students practice academic conversation skills that reflect workplace 
professionalism and technical collaboration. 

This matters because structured communication mirrors real industry practices—stand-up 
meetings, design reviews, code critiques, and team briefings. 



CCA Example: 
Students participate in a structured discussion on digital citizenship using turn-taking protocols. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students engage in a code review session where each person explains a part of the program. 

 

 

29. Maintaining Respectful Academic Conversation Norms 
This skill means speaking politely, listening attentively, staying on topic, and acknowledging 
others’ ideas. Students learn to create positive and productive communication environments. 

This matters because CCA and Creative Coding often involve sensitive topics (career identity, 
teamwork issues) or complex technical collaboration. Respectful communication supports safety 
and professionalism. 

CCA Example: 
Students follow respectful dialogue norms while discussing workplace conflict scenarios. 

Creative Coding Example: 
Students maintain positive communication during a group debugging session, even when solving 
difficult issues. 

 

30. Responding Appropriately to Critique 
Responding to critique means accepting feedback constructively, asking clarifying questions, and 
using the critique to improve. Students learn how to handle suggestions without becoming 
defensive. 

This matters because revision and iteration are essential in coding and career development. 
Students improve their projects and skills more quickly when they respond to critique 
productively. 

CCA Example: 
A student revises their career presentation after receiving feedback about unclear data. 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student updates their game after peers point out that the controls are confusing. 

 



31. Asking Probing or Follow-Up Questions 
Probing questions deepen understanding by exploring reasoning, asking for clarification, or 
prompting reflection. Students learn to push conversations beyond surface-level discussion. 

This matters because both fields rely on curiosity and inquiry—career exploration requires 
questioning, and coding requires investigative problem-solving. Probing questions support better 
decision-making and stronger projects. 

CCA Example: 
A student asks, “Why did you choose that business strategy instead of the alternative?” 

Creative Coding Example: 
A student asks, “What happens if we move this condition earlier in the loop—would it fix the 
timing issue?” 

 


