IMPLEMENTATION TOOL: Structured Prompts Wall

What It Is

The Structured Prompts Wall is a visual and interactive way for students to respond to a question
that includes multiple possible answers. Each section of the wall represents one of the choices,
and students post their written justifications in the section that matches their response. It merges
the clarity of structured writing prompts with the collaboration and movement of a team-based
wall activity—creating quick, meaningful literacy moments that are still 100% PE-friendly.

Setup

1. Designate the Space
Choose a visible area of your gym wall or whiteboard and divide it into 3—4 large
sections. Label each section with one of the possible answers to your prompt (e.g.,
“Cardio Training,” “Strength Work,” “Agility Drills,” “Flexibility Work”™).
2. Post the Prompt
At the center of the wall, display a clear, structured question that requires both a choice
and a justification.
Examples:
o “Which skill contributes most to team success? Why?”’
o “Which training method is most challenging for you? Explain.”
o “Which strategy made the biggest difference in today’s activity? Defend your
answer.”
3. Provide Student Response Slips
Students grab a sticky note or small card, write their response directly on it, and include a
brief explanation (one to two sentences).
4. Student Posting
Students post their responses under the section that matches their answer choice. The wall
quickly fills with colorful evidence of student reasoning and class trends.
5. Optional Add-Ons
o Use different colors of notes for different classes or groups.
o Review patterns as a class—Which section filled fastest? What reasoning keeps
reappearing?
o Save standout responses to reference later in discussions or assessments.

Why It Works / Checks All the Boxes

Engagement: Students get to move, choose, and justify—three ingredients that instantly
increase buy-in. The wall turns a simple reflection into an active, hands-on task where
students physically post their thinking. The visual element (seeing their responses alongside
others) taps into natural curiosity and competition, while the freedom to express opinions
makes every student’s contribution feel personal and relevant.



Literacy: Each sticky note or response card includes both a claim (their choice) and a
justification (their reasoning). This structure reinforces core literacy behaviors—explaining,
defending, and comparing ideas. Because the writing is brief and informal, it lowers the
barrier for reluctant writers while still embedding academic habits like evidence-based
thinking and voice development.

Flexibility: The tool works across any unit, topic, or content area. Teachers can adapt the
question structure to fit fitness, health, sport strategy, teamwork, or even social-emotional
themes. The same setup can be used to explore reflection (“Which skill did you grow most
in?”), evaluation (“Which drill best improved performance?”), or decision-making (“Which
component is most important for team success?”).

Efficiency: Setup is quick, cleanup is minimal, and participation takes only a few
minutes. It fits naturally into transitions, cooldowns, or warm-ups without stealing
instructional time. Even in a short class period, teachers can gather meaningful data about
student understanding and engagement—no devices or lengthy writing assignments required.

Student Ownership: Students see their thinking represented publicly, which creates
accountability and pride. The shared display invites comparison, discussion, and reflection
(“Why did most of us choose defense?”). Over time, students begin to recognize patterns in
class reasoning and feel a stronger sense of community and collective progress. Their ideas
quite literally shape the classroom conversation.

Teacher Insight: Every sticky note doubles as formative data. By glancing at the wall,
teachers can identify common misconceptions, track shifts in student understanding, or
highlight thoughtful reasoning during debriefs. It’s a low-prep, high-impact way to monitor
learning in real time.



